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Increastng Access to Secondary School Level Education throagh the
Production of QualiUt Learning Matertals

English Modules

BACKGROUND

The project, Increasing Access to Secondary School Level Educ'ation through th<'

Production a/'Qualitv Learning Materials, was initiated at a meeting which brought
together senior Ministry of Education officials and heads of Distance Education
Institutions from a number of Sub-Saharan countries in the Commonrvealth.

Through the project, open and distance learning materials at the junior secondary school
levei were produced in the following subject-areas: English, Mathematrcs and Science.

The four modules comprising the English materials are

idodule l: Communication Skills
Module 2: Reading
Module 3: Composition
Module 4: Language Structure

THE WRITERS, REVIEWERS AND PILOTING TUTORS:

The materials in the'subiect-area, English, were written by the following persons

Angela Martins (Mozambique);
Judith Dludlu (Swaziland);
Wanda Matsebula (Swaziland);
Anson Banda (Zambia);
Lottie Nkunita (Zambia);
George Chonzi (Zimbabwe); and
Patrick Matchakata (Zimbabwe).

Mr Richard Trewby of the University of Namibia was the Distance Educaticn Consultant
employed to provide guidance and advice during the course writers' workshop.

The course materials were piloted in all eight partner countries e;rd the tutors involved
were:

Victor B. Maika (Botswana);
Baganetsi N. Mmotawa (Botswana);
Obakeng Tamatise (Botswana):
J. E. W. Nkhoma (Malawi);
Angela Martins (Mozambique):
Carla da Silva Sarmento (Mozambique);
Monicah Katutj ikrue Kahitu (Namibia);
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Judith Dludlu (Swaziland);
Wanda Matsebula (Swaziland);
Illuminata J. Masenge (Tanzania);
Consolata Mongella (Tanzania);
Mary Sayayi (Tanzania);
Kalaba B. Sam (Zambia); and
George Chonzi (Zimbabwe);

Following the pilot phase, the materials were reviewed by:

Victor B. Maika (Botswana);
Baganetsi N. Mmolawa (Botswana);
C. K. Khanje (Malawi);
Carla da Silva Sarmento (Mozambique);
Monica K. Kahitu (Namibia);
Judith Dludlu (Swaziland);
Wanda Matsebula (Swaziland);
Illuminata J. Masenge (Tanzania); and
Sam B. Kalaba (Zambia).

MATERIALS

The intended audience for the materials is junior secondary students, including older
youths and adults that are working towards a junior secondary school level qualification.

The materials were written in module format in the anticipation that they can be easily
modified for the individual country partners' requirements. The materials are available
electronically as'lltord files in order to facilitate the ease of modification for the local
context.

SUGGESTIONS FOR USING THE MATERTALS

The materials have been developed for students studying in an open/distance learning
environment and it is envisaged that they will work on their own through much of the
content. Given that, when setting time to study, students should choose a time of day
when they are:

. as free from disturbances as possible;
c least likely to be tempted to do other things; and
. as alert as possible.

Students should also plan their study time carefully. One of the best ways to do this is to
draw up a regirlar timetable and to follow it as strictly as possible.

CpLlEnglish ii Moduls 4: Language Structure



MODULE 4: LANGUAGE STRUGTURE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The module on Language Stnrcture was written by George Chonzi and Patrick

Machakata from Ziirbul*.. The project acknowledges, with thanks, the Harare

Regional Director, Mrs. Bessie Fadzai Nhandara andthe Deputy Director for Adult and

Non Formal Education, Mr. Kuona. We would also like to thank Mrs. E' Shayawabaya

and Mrs. Spiwe Chivasa - without their invaluable assistance the writing of this module

would not have been a success.

MODULE CONTENT

Module 4 has been divided into two separate publications and has six units as follows:

Book One -
Unit I -The Verb
Unit 2 ' Parts of SPeech

Unit 3 - Prepositions

Book Two -
Unit 4 - ConcePts
Unit 5 - Direct and RePorted SPeech

Unit 6 - Punctuation

In each ttnit there are:

o lessons;
o activities with answers; and

r exercises with answers at the end of the unit'

Each unit includes a wide range of exercises. These are the most important part of the

materials as they will assist the learners to:

. check on what they already know or can already dol

. apply what the learners have learnt to real-life situations: and

. uri what the learners already know to reach new conclusions.

RESOURCES REOUIRED

, Dictionary
. Pen and Paper
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gnment, on each unit will be given by the tutor to

Tltc tutor rcsponsible will assist the learners to understand the requirements for theItssignntcnts' If tlrc learners do not understand the directions provided, then the tutors*'ill pro'idc clariflcatro. or further informaticn and directions.
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DIRECTIONS FOR USING THE MODIJLE

As learners work through the text, they will notice symbols in the left margin of some

pages. These "icons" guide the learners through the content and are used to note the
following:

ACTIVITIES

EXERCISES

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS

UNIT CONTENT

tr%
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UNIT

In this unit we shall look at verbs.

Verbs are doingwords. These are words that tell us about an action. For example

run, ktck, jump, sing, read, dance and drink are all verbs'

- The children play in the yard every day.

- I am going home next week.

We often use verbs in different forms, mainly according to the tirne the action we

are describing took place. As a result a word like "sing" may change to "sang." or

'osung," or "singing" according to the time we are talking about'

This .'time" is what is called tense. We shall look at these tenses according to three

main groups:

the past

the present

the future

The Wer&

!NTRODUCTION

1COUEngtish Module 4: Language Sfi'ucture
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OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit you should be able to:

* identifo all the types of verbs in the English Language;

f use verbs correctly in their three basic classes, i.e., the past, the presart and

the future;

* identiff and use correctly the various tenses that come under each of the

three basic classes;

* identify and use verb phrases correctly;

* identiS the comnnon auxiliaries and construct sentences combining them
with the main verb;

* identiff.and use passive and active verbs correctly in sentences;

J identify and use regular and irregular verbs correctly in sentences.

2 Module 4: Language Structyre
COUEngtish



ECTION 1:

TALKING ABOUT THE PRESENT

INTRODUCTION

Hence there are two main types of present tenses. These are:

the Present simPle tense

. and the Present continuous tense

4:

In their present tense verbs tell us about actions that either normally (or always)

happen, or actions that are taking place at the moment we are speaking.

We shall take a look at each of the two'

COUEnglish 3



LESSON THE PRESENT SIMPLE TENSE

We use this form of verb when we talk about things that normally or always happen. Study
the examples below:

She goes to work every Saturday.

My husband #/res fried meat.

lwrite to my friends every month.

OBJEGTIVE

By the end of this lesson you should be able to:

* use the present simple tense.

In this lesson we are going to look at the present simple tense.

ACTIVITY

choose the present simple tense from the brackets in the sentences below:
l. She (visits/visiting) her father every month.

2. charles Mungoshi (writeslwrote) very interesting stories for children.
3. I (readlreads) the newspaperevery day.

4. They (comesicome) home after lunch.

5. She (working/works) as a secretary.

ANSWER

l. visits 2. writes 3. read 4. come S. works

s:truclure

@

@
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EXERCISE 1
'^*4a".ffiaq,*W*

Ternba wants to find a friend. He fills in a form from an organisation that

helps people find pen-friends. The following is the form:

Write a paragraph about Temba using the information he put in the form above.

You may begin like this :

Temba would like to find a pen-friend.

@ Check your answers at the end of the unit.

llhat is your name?

How old are you?

What job do you do?

What sports do you like?

Do you listen to the radio?

Do you have manyfriends?

Are you married?

Do you go to church?

Temba.

Eighteen.

Security guard.

SoccerA.{etball.

Yes.

Yes, of both sexes

No.

Yes, sometimes.

5COUEnglish Mdule 4: languago Structua
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LESSOf,I THE PRESENT CONTINUOUS TENSE

Let us move on to the next type of the present tense, the present continuous tense.

OBJECTIVE

By the end of this lesson you sheuld be able to:

* use the present continuouslense cortect[y

The present eontinuous tense tells us about actions that are taking place "now," at

the time that wo are speaking. Study the follswing examples carefully.

She is walking to wbrk.

He is writing a letter to his friend.

She is not dancing to the music.

The thief is nrnning away from the police.

When .:naking the present continuous tense, we add n'-i11g" to the verb.

-.&
ACTIV!TY

From the sentences below ehoose the correct form of verb in the brackets"'

l. I am (write/witing) my school work.

2. She is (singing/sangi in the ehoir.

3. Mr" Dube is (helping/helped) me with my studies.

4. Are you (iistening/listen) to the radio?

5. She is not (.goingrgo) there alone.

@ ANSU'ER

1. writing 2. singing 3. helpimg 4" iistening 5. going

SOUErgflslt 6 *:,:r.: c -j -';-r;. - -----*'e



Rewrite the following paragraph changing the verbs in brackets into present

continuous tense.

I am (stay) with my aunt in Harare for two weeks.It 1S.

Christmas, most people here are (do) their shopping. There are many big sttops

offices in Harare. Many people are (!ive) here. Dr:ring my stay here I am (visit) my

friends and relatives. 
_

4:

EXERCISE 2

(rain) in Harare. Since it is

7COUEnglish
Structura



EXERCISE 3

Change the sentences below into present continuous rense.

Example: I eat fried vegetables.

treats the sick.

He helps me to clean the car.

4. Does he read the newspaper every morning?

5. Do you go home straight after work?

6. Our neighbour grows flowers for sale.

7. Mr. Dube does not enjoy his stay here.

8. We live on Grbat East Road.

9. The thieves in our neighbourhood give us a rot of probrems.

10. Jack Mapanje writes political poetry.

I

Look at the answers ut the end of this unit to see tf you got all of them
correct. Very good, if you did.

If you still have problerns go over the two lessons in this section again before
proceeding to the next.

I Module 1.

@
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ECTION 2:
".4,$".KIhIG ABOUT THE PAST

i;.3:.RCDUCTION
'i 

:Lre i:ast tense tells us about actions which happened or took place ln the past'

'.!'* ira.,'* six types of past tense:

the Past simPle tense

the Past continuous tense

the Prese.nt Perfect simPle tense

the present perfect continuous tense

the Past Perfect simPle tense

the Past Perfect continuous tense

l-el us take a look at each one ofthese.

9COUEnglish

U

Madute 4: Language $irgr:ir-,'-i



LffiSSffiF€

We use the past simple tense when we talk about things that happened in the past and which

are no longer taking place.

ffMJffiSTHVH

By the end of this lesson you should be able to:

* use the past simple tense verbs correctly.

Study &e following examples:

He refused to pay the bride price for his wife.

Mr. Banda left for Malawi yesterday. l

The children drank all the rnilk.

I spent all the money on books.

I joined the church after a pastor spoke to me.

ACTIVITY

Pick out the past simple tense verbs from the passage below:

when the people in the village heard what Anancy was going to do, some of his

wrestler friends were doubtfui and worried. Some of them began to place bets on

him. Some decided to pray for him. others just shook their heads and sighed.

Anancy's mother told hirn he was very foolish to wrestle against ghosts because

ghosts could read a spider's rnind and see everythini tnat 3 -cpider was going to

do before he could do it.

(From Anancy's Score by A. Salkey.) wote, col has not been able ro confirm rhe citation as

provided by the course writer.

COUEnglish 10 *ildcf,1:l4qtfrlre



ANSWERS
Heard; worried; began; decided; shook; sighed; told'

Did you manage to pick out all the words?

Very good if You did.
If you did not, go over this lesson again.

EXERCISE {

tense from the brackets
below:write the stj,?i:€ provided

(writes/wrote) fi ction.

) maize every year.

3. He (visits/visited) Botswana in June.

in the following sentences, andChoose the

7.
8.
9.

10.

He (catch/caught) a big fish last week.

He (swim/swam) across the river.
She (weep/wept) for her dead friend'
Ternba (lose/lost) all his rnoney to thieves'

@ Check your answers at the end of the unit'

tr1

.1.....:..,

Nil:.
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i :te follo*'rn_e passage 1S !4....=

using the past simple tense.

Iv'trr. Dube is our neighbour.

I

He rvorks for a construction company as a builder \{; -,-:": , .
r:*lieets old clothes and money, which he gives to the poor rlci S - . 

:

*liuir:ir with his family. vv'hen he comes back from church he purs t,r. r. - r _:

al,eraiis and u,orks in his garden.

ffi"i
. u|/ I'&E-4 Look at the answers at the end of this unit to see if you manctgerr tr;

change the passage correctly. very good, y'yo, iia. G, orei the: rei;,y<tn
again if you got anything wrong.

il;is ir; llis end of the iesson on the past simple tense. Flopefully you did not find it tac
'.iriIicriit. co ahead and learn more about tenses in the next lesson.

,i-:0i.;Srigjah
12 Module 4: l-anguage Slrtrai;,iE
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rffisssru THE PAST CONTINUOUS TENSE

The past continuous tense talks about actions that took place in the past. Take note that in

$leis case the words "was/were" always come before the verb. Also note that the verbs

ilsuelly have the "-ing" ending.

Study the following examples:

Mr. Dube was going to work.

Jane was learning to drive.

We were dancing to some reggae music.

Weretheboys going home by bus?

WasTemba going to see her?

OBJECTIVE

By the'end of this lesson you should be able to:

J use the past continuous tense verbs correctly.

-&
ACTtVtTY

Pick out thg correct verb form ftom the brackets in the sentences belaw a*d

write them in the space provided:

l. He was (ta[r/talking) to his mother on the phone.

2. My pister was (come/coming) to see me the following week.

3. The teachers were (teaching/taught) us about the dangers of AIDS.

4" Were the policernen (lookinllook) for rne?

5" Were you (e'njoying/enjoyed) yourselves at the parry?

O&UErrgilsh 13 Moduts 4: Languaga Stft,tc{$ra



@ ANSWERS

talking, coming, teachirrg, looking, enjoying.

EXEREISE 3
*qnqdlse\,1*:rldil*\iiirirrtj$j1.ir$1r$ro$j,,,,..

Now, change the following sentences to past continuous tense:

l. I went home yesterday.

2. The accused rnurderer wept before the judge.

They closed school for the Easter holiday.

The hunter killed dangerous animals with his gun.

Mother spent the whole day at the fields.

I saw Jane once every week.

Heavy black clouds gathered in the sky.

The cattle died of hunger.

Temba decided to quit drinking.

She had unprotected sex with him.

J

14 MNse tCOUEnglish



Check -vour answers at rhe end of this unit' Did you get them all
,orrr"i? Good, if you did' If 1'ou did not' go back and study this lesson

This is

add "--ing" verb when we use this tense.

15

@
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LESSON THE PRESENT PSRFECT SIMPLE TEN$E

we use this form of verb when we tark about things that have just happened.

OBJECTI!'E

E"v the end of this lesson you should be able to:
f use the present perfect simple tense correctly

The present perfect simple tense must not be confused with the past simple tense,

rvhich taiks about an action rvhich took place a longer time before. study the

differences belou,:

Present Perfect Simple

Abel fiss gone to school.

The bus has arrivedlate.

They have cooked the meat.

Past Simple

Abel went to school.

The bus arrived late.

They cookedthe meat.

Do you see that just before the verb, under the present perfect simple tense, we
always have the words "has- or..have,,?

Here are some more examples:

The workers have refused to work.

Temba has waited for two hours.

The roads have gone bad because of too much rain

Have you travelledby plane before?

Has lane ser?t you the wedding invitation card?

16 Module 4: Lsnguap Structure



present perf,eet

EXERCISE 4

Change the verbs in the following sentences into the simple t*nse

Example:

Answer:

l. We

I (tell) him to come and see me.

t have told htm to come and see me.

4.

5.

. Temba (take) her for a film show.

0; Mrs. Moyo (put) the money into my bank account.

6. Jane (throw) the ball over the fence.

7. I (forget) mybook on the desk.

8. Sihle (promise) to come.

Checkyour answers at the end of this unit. Did you get tlnem all
correct? Good, if you did. Go over the lesson again iiyou did nut.

In the next lesson we shall look at the present perfect continuous tense.

1

'qh$Ss\ssgsN&q$ss6l6-

@
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LESSON THE PRESENT PERFECT

CONTINUOUS TENSE

We use the present perfect continuous tense when talking

happened in the past, and are still taking place.

You have now learnt to use the present perfect simple tense. trn this lesson we shall look at

the present perfect continuous tense.

OBJECTIVE

By the end of this lesson you should be able to:

* use the present perfect continuous tense.

about actions that

Examples:

I have been living here for two years.

She ias been looking after the children

I have been waiting for Jane's call since yesterday.

Have you been sudying in recent years?

.F/as the postman bruendeliveringyour letters this past month?

you also see that the verb has the "-ing" ending?

18 ltdLr I JrryJort s*nraCOUEngilsh



ACTIVITY

Change the following Sentences to present perfect continuous tense:

L A wicked thief has stolen the old man's goats'

2. They have eaten a lot of food.

3, I have sent post cards to Judith and Wanda'

4, Have you seen her over the past week?

5. Has Temba passed through your place?

@ ANS*ER'

I

,

3

4

5

A wicked thief has been stealing the old man's goats

They have been eating a lot of food.

I have been sending post cards to Judith and Wanda'

Have you been seeing her over the past week?

Has Temba been passing'through your place?

COUEngllslr
Nlodulel: l-angury Shrlure
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EXERCISE 5
"*aa,#tuaq@@/@akq@*w

The following dialogue is between two women speaking to eaeh other over the
fenee that separates their homes. change the verbs in brackets into the present
perfect continuous tense.

Mrs. Moyo: I really don,t know what I shoulii do, Ma Banda.

Mrs. Banda: You (not talk) to him properly,I think.
Mrs. illoyo | (try) everything my dear, alr the sweet language you can think of;

but nothing (work).

Mrs' Ba*da: I don't think it's just a matter of talking. These men are a clifficult lot.
one,eeds to sfudy them - you know - their moods, habits.

Mns" &{oyo: He has no other habit than drunkenness! He (come)home after
midnight over this whole past month, and we (quarrel) until the light
of day. We (fight) every night. I am getting fed up now. [ (rhinkl

of leaving him.

&{rs. Eanda: Leaving! what's got into your head, Ma Moyo? you (cook) for him.
You {look) after him and his children for all these yearp and now you
talk of reaving. what madness! where do you think you will go, ord
and finished as you are? No man rvill even look at you.

Mrs. I${oyo: | (consider) ail that my iiear, but, believe me, leaving is the only
choice I have left. I will go back home.

COUEnglish lMub 1: Larqtlego &r.rctre



Checkltour answers at the end o/'the unit. Studv thi.s lesson agL,itt il yoti

did not get everYthing correct.

Now we shall move on to the past perfect tense'

Module 4: Language Structure
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LESSON THE PAST PERFECT SIMPLE TENSE

In this lesson we shall look at the past perfect simple tense.

OBJECTIVE

By the end of this lesson you should be able to:

* use the past perfect simple tanse.

We use this tense when we talk about things that happened before another, in the

past.

Study the following exampler carefully.

Mr. Banda had gone to town when I left.

I had waited for an hour when she finally arived.

Had you met him before the party?

Do you see that in each case in the above examples the word "had" always comes before

the verb?
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ACTIVITY

There are nine past perfect simple tense verbs in the passage below'

Pick and list them in their order in the space provided'

I decided to pay my uncle a visit the moment I heard he had returned from abroad' The

news of his arrival came as a surprise to me, as nobody had told me that he was coming

back so unexpectedly. I later learnt that he had been deported by the British authorities who

had discovered that he had stayed there illegally for the past three years' All the same'

Uncle Toby was happy to be reunited with all of us, particularly his wife who had missed

him so terribly. Uncle looked quite changed. He had grown stouter and his skin had become

lighter.

..lt,s because of the weather," he said to me when I remarked' "It's freezing in London'"

At such short notice, however, my father had managed to prepare a small party to celebrate

his return. We greatly enjoyed ourselves'

ANSWERS
had returned. had told. had been deported, had discovered' had stayed, had

missed. had grown. had become, had managed'

I
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Rew'rite the folrowing sentences using the past perfect simple tense.
i. Temba went to Harare.

2. She cooked vegetables for us.

'Ishaka ordered the whole

Check vour enswers at the end of the unit. Stucll, this lesson cgain i,f vott didnot get everything correct.

If you have not encountered any problems, move on to the next lesson, which rs the pastperfect continuous tense.

Module I

EXERCISE 6

@
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24



In this lesson we shall look at the past perfect continuous tense.

OBJECTIVE

By the end of this lesson you should be able to:

* use the past perfect continuous tense correctly

We use this tense when we speak of things that happened over a period of tirne in

the past. Study the following examples:

She had been belping me with my school work for two weeks'

Jane had been working as a receptionist for two years'

Had the children been sleeping before I left?

Note that in each case the words "had been" always come before the verb

tr%
d##{-\..@. ACTIVITY

underline all past perfect continuous verbs from the paragraph below:

He had been studying for a year before he took the examination. Mr. Moyo, a

teacher at a local secondary school, had been helping him whenever he could' trt

was getting help from Mr. Moyo which made him pass. Afterwards he had been

promoted to a clerk at the factory where he had been working for five years'

COUErylish 25 Modula 4: l-anguage Structurs
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ANSWERS
Had been studying, had been helping, had been *.orkrng

EXHRCISE 7
' "',$qe$lx+t +#n$t$$!tri\$tis{ir,4f ,,i.j.o,--

Change the verbs in brackets into the past perfect continuous tense.

Example: She (clean) the house

She had been cleaningthe house.

l. They (lived) in Harare before they came here last year.

2. Jane (reading) the library books when she saw him last year.

3" Kariba Dam (spill) for a week, before they closed the gates.

4. The problem (go) on for some time before they found a solution.

5. she (sell) vegetables at the marketplace when she met her husband.

6. Mr. Dube (pay) for my fees even before my father passed away.

7. Do you think Temba (see) her for a whole year?

8. I (drink) heavily before I met the pastor.

9. The pastor (not come) to church for two months.

10. How long (have) the boys (wait) for you when you arrived?
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@ checkyour answers at the end of the unit. study this lesson again'ifyou did

not get everything correct.

We have come to the end of the lesson. We shall now move on to the next section on

verbs, which is about the "future'"

I
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TALKING ABOUT THE FUTURE

INTRODUCTION

Future tenses talk about actions and things that have not yet happened at the moment of
speaking, but will, or are likely to happen later.

Exampies: Iwill go home next week.

Jane will meet me in Lusaka.

I shall post the letters in the morning.

Do yog think they will v,ait for us tomorrow?

We are going to travel by bus.

Mfiule 4:

ECTION 3:
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L THE FUTURE WITH ''WILL'' AND '-SHAtL

ln this lesson we shall look at the use of the future tense with "will" and "shall'"

OBJECTIVE

By the end of this lesson you should be able to:

the future tense.use "will" and "shall" correctly in

Take note of the following points:

o We usg, "will" when we talk about things a long way

there will be enough food for us in the next hundred years.

o We also use "will" when we make predictions. For example, the ruling party

will lose the elections.

o Lastly, we use "will" when we talk about things we have not yet decided to do.

For example, maybe I will go to town flrst.

o We use "shall" when we talk about the future but only in the first person - when

we talk about "l" or "Vy'e,"

Examples: I shall see you at four o'clock.

I shall leave a message if he is not there.

We shall write to the manager.

We shall close the shop for Christmas.

I
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ACTIVITY

The following is a conversation between Temba and Jane. Frli rn rhe blank spaces
with the correct tense. Where both "will" and "shall" can do. .,r nte borh ,of them.

Jane:

Temba:

Jane:

Temba:

Jane:

Temba:

Jane:

Temba

Temba:

Jane:

Temba:

Jane:

Temba, l)..... .........you be coming to my.pam.?

I cannot promise at the moment. You know the kind of man m), boss is

We are so busy because of the public holiday, but I

2)..... let you know by Friday.

3) .... ..... Susan be there?

She says she 4). . ... come.

And Sihle?

I 5)... .... be getting in touch with her tonight.

What about George and Wanda? Have you been in touch with them?

Oh yes! They 6) ....... be coming on the night train on

Friday.

I guess you are preparing something really big for us.

Of course; turning twenty-one is a great occasion. There 7) .........
be lots of fun. It's your own fault if you decide to miss out.

I 8) .. . .. do my best to speak to my boss nicely. I'm
sure he 9) .... ... agree if he is not in one of his moods.

And let me know as soon as possible.

I l0) . ... do that first thing.

ANSWERS
l. will 2.

6. will 7.

will/shall

will

3. will

8. will/shall

4. will

9. will

5. will/shall

10. will/shall

COUEngtish Module 4: Language Structure
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EXERCISE 1
w.

Rewrite the following sentences using "will" or "shall."

l. I gotochurchon SundaY.

2. Mr. Dube is speaking to the students.

3. The war was over.

4. The man next door helps me with my English.

5, The meat was cut into equal pieces.

6. Susan sent me a present for my birthday.

7. The thief denied all the charges against him.

8. Wole Soyinka received apize for his novel.

9. We visit the communal lands in January.

10. The Zambezi was flooded.

Check your ansroers at the end of this unit. Go back and study the lesson

again if there is anything that you got wrong.

We shall now move on.to anothef way the future teNrse can be used.

:

t:.

lrii

@
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LESSON THE FUTURE WITH .,GOING TO',

In this lesson we shail rook at the use of the future tense with .,going 
to.,,

OBJECTIVES

T}

We use this tense together with the present continuous tense
events that are going to occur later. Study the folrowing exampres:

I am going to ask him to leave.

Mr. Dube is going to weed the garden.

Sihle is going to marry the Zimbabwean musician.

Make up ten sentences of your own using..going to,,in the space provided berow.

-:|.

FP,,',

(iiK
i..<r ACTIVITY

tlodula.
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Rewrite the following sentences using "going to."

1. She is preparing for the exam.

2. Jane is weeding the garden.

She is washing the dishes.

Chinua Achebe is writing another novel.

The doctor is arriving late"

The boys are going home next week.

Are we still taking a taxi horne?

Is Temba sleeping out tonight?

Does it look like it is raining tonight?

Don't worry, I am doing it for you.

4.

5.

6.

7.

B.

9.

10.

Checkyour answers at the end of the unit. Did you get all aJ'them

correct? Good if you did. If you did not, go back and study tkis
lesson again.

I

I

I
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LESSON THH FUTURE WITH TI-IE PRESENT

$IMPLE THruSffi &TdM THE PRESENT

GOruT!ru[JOTJS TffiNSffi

In this lesson we shall look at how,present tenses ean tre useri in the future tense

By the end of this unit yorn should he able to:

Ef use the present simple tense for the future;

# use the present continuous tense for the fieture"

Sornetimes we use the present tense to talk about rvhat still has not taken

place at the time of speaking, but rvill take piace later. Study the following

examples carefully.

The bus leaves at half-past three on Sunday.

When does the bus arrive in Harare?

We get there on Monda5, afternoon"

Do you see in the above examples that although r,ve are talking about events

that will take place later, we use the present tense?

The present continuous tense can also tre used to talk about events in the futur*

usually things we have arranged to do in the future. Study the following exam:pli::r

carefully.

The bus is leaving at half-past three cn Sunday.

We are passing througir London next week.

Are yau taking the ehildren shopping tomorrow?
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'i.W- AcmvrrY
Imagine you are the organising secretary f'or the youth in your church.

You have been asked to make a programme for world Health Day"

The following are the notes that you have so far. (You can add some more

if you wish)

9:00 - Members meet at Town House

9: l5 - PraYers led bY Pastor Dube

9:30 - The march to the Square

9:45 - Arrivai at the Square (settling down)

l0:00 - Drama Performance on AIDS

10:30 - Music bY the choir

10:45 - Address by the Minister of Health

I l:00 - Vote of thanks

I I :05 - Refreshments/End of ceremony

Now, using this information. write a paragraph or two about the event using:

l. The future with the present simple tense

2. The future with thc present contirruous tense'

You may begin as follows:

l.At9o'clockinthemorningmembersmeetatTownHouse'of

2. Members are meeting at 9 o'clock at Town House'
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,l.1.

5.

EXERCISE 3*"%,/.%@*w*

Rewrite the following sentences using the furure u-rth tbe Ftrs:€:: s:nrl:
tense.

I (see) Temba on Friday.
Jane (take) care of the children in the afternoon.
Charles Mungoshi (write) a story for the occasion.
Do they (kill) the prisoners at six?
The nurse (give) the students condoms during her lecture.

EXERCISE 4
-q$-*\q.qs$iqs.s*'

Now, change the same sentences in Exercise 3 into the future with the
present continuous tense.

I (see) Temba on Friday.
Jane (take) care of the children in the afternoon.
Charles Mungoshi (write) a story for the occasion.
Do they (kill) the prisoners at six?
The nurse (give) us some condorns during her lecture.

l.
2.

3.
4.

5.

checklnur answers at the end of this unit" Did w g*t *ll *f thea
correct? G@d, ifyu did.Ifyou dtd not, go backaid srudy *is
lesson again.

COUEnglish 1: Languaga Stuctwp
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rffiss#N THE FUTURE PERFECT SIMPLE TENSE

{E thls lcse*n we shall look at the future perfect simple tense.

ffiffi.Fffi#TIVE

Sy tEae eerd of this lesson you should be able to:

# use the future perfect simple tense correctly

T"lris tense tells us about things that must have taken place by a certain time in the

future. Study the examPles below:

We shall have gone.bY MondaY.

t{e will have done his homework by tomorrow'

I shall have cooked the food by the time you come back'

Will jane have cleaned the house by this aftemoon?

Note that "will/shall have" appears before the verb'

37 Mgdtile4 !i,. :
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sl$>

#mt';.-ld ACTIVITY

Make up ten sentences of your cwn using the futu:e p€ri-;: _. :*: : t:r ! : ' \ :..1 L.

thena down in the spaee pr*"",ided below:

EXERCISE 5
*4\r,q-.s*q,*+#+i+.d.r#tiry-+rrel*r{ra*n,"

Now, rewrite the sentences given below using the future perf,eet simple tense

L The birds fly to wanner places in winter.

2. They will die of hunger by then.

3. Jane wakes up at frve.

$., Mrs. Banda deeided to lcave Erer husband.

5. I will go to fulaputo in August.

6. I will read through tlie book during the joumey.

7 " The river will flood this season.

8. The rairi is falling"

9. The priest asmves at f,our.

10. Wc demandeci our nloney ftorn Erirn.

a*?S./Engrrsh #c#cije d.' fangiu;rg* $fiuefur*



correct?

t

k6h I
M-I

I
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ECTION 4:

OTHER VERBS

INTRODUGTION

So far we have been talking about the verb as a word that has something to do ir irh
action. For instance, you can tell someone to run. walk, jump, kick, etc.

However, in certain sifuations verbs may appear as more than one word. In other
words, they may appear as phrases- A phrase is a group of related words.

when they appear in this way we cail them verh phrases. Sfudy the following
examples.

The doctor said she ntighr die if she keeps on dnnking.
I wili come with irou if you want.
The people of this ccuntry should heip those in need.
tr shouid not have asked her in the first place.

Do you see that parts of the words in italics do not talk about an action. yo,ri eannot
tell someone to "might" or to "will." These words are only helping to make a

statement by supporting the verbs that come after thern.

sometimes verbs also combine with other parts of speech to make verb pfurases.

Look at the verbs in italics in following sentences:

I don't like the way he goes arouncl speaking about my private affairs.
The Member of parliament promisedto tooi tnto otr complarnts.
Whoever did it will not get away with it.

In each of the above cases' the verb combines with a preposition to form a vertr phrase.
In this section we shall look at two types of verbs, narnely:

a) helping verbs
prepositional verbsb)

40 Module 4: Languege Sfrucfure
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L-fl{$#*;{}lirr ffi ffi $=,W$ruffi Wffi RBSIAUXILIARIES

f?e.!E::*"iiii'g

tsy the end of this Eesson you should be able to:

mF, identify the main verb and the he$ing verb within a verb phrase;

# construct sentences using verb phrases with commOn helping verbs'

A verb phrase is norneatrl3' in two parts, which are:

* rnain verb (wtrieh talks about the action)

- trelping verbivqrbs (wtrieh supports the main verb)

The helping verb is also known as the auxiliary verb. And remember, these

auxiliaries do not by themselves tell us about an qption; they just help the main

verb to talk about an action.

study the following list of auxiliaries commonly used in English.

arn has might

is have rnust

are had can

was do could

were does shall

be did should

been may will

would

Sr*{J$ng/lsfl 41 Medluto 4: l-anguage Sfiucfura
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Of course it rvill be meaningless to tell scmeone to "could" ot- trr "ant or to "\r'a,c" l irese

words cannct filnctiq:n lneaningfuily on their o* n i'. ithoui iit: n r:rit '. .-r5

Look at the following sentenees:

I am goitrg home .

Ternba n'cs beate n by Jane at te:rnis.

We shaii htve t-it riii,,rk aLrout it"

IIave they cicseclthe shops-.'

*+a -':q*

trsJ', y'

(.ffi{
l '*d"f AET!VITY

N4ake up to ten sentences of yeiur orvn using any of the helping verbs I'rom the list

given above.

You have probahl-v *ctic**1. f,rr+e:1 the exaaeptres given so far that sslnxetimes venb phrases a:.r-:

'"disturbed" by cr.lti:r p.:lrts ef,specelr tturt furqn* in betweecl the auxiliary.- anri thr: *:iri* :.:r'i-.,.

4?, 4: LanguageCOUEnglish



Stud1, the ibllorving examPles:

\Ye huclto go and see him thal night'

Jane c.oLtlelnot trtlk to him as shc was bathing *'hen he phoned.

Tenrba vla.r'always thinking about her'

We <'ottld slill huvc .settlctlthe problem by ourselves'

il'"..'-,,,
,4,.,.,6 )..3, 

AfrTIVITY

Add five more examples of "disturbed" r'ertr phrases you can think of in

the space Provided:

-l'hc tu,o parts ol'thc verb phrase can also be "disturbed" or separated in questions.

iixanrplcs:

Ditl he tc'l/ you about his nerv wife?

llrrlc the visitors urrived Yet?

I)ocs Jane really think he is going to marry her?

.L rt' the ctrttle fectlirrg2

I

t
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EXERCISE 1
*q\s'a\WNN+s+NS|w*

Can you pick out the verb phrases from the sealtencas belou,? Wrire the phrases in

the space provided.

l. He is leaving tomorrow.

2. She might come this weekend.

3. He-could not have done it alone.

4. He would not have known.

5. Mr. Dube has always written to rne.

6. I shall probably go there next week.

7. The manager should have given the workers thciii- i*-l**r-:v

8. Has my sister phoned you before?

9" Have the neighbours called the police?

10. You shotrld not have told us where you were gcing.

@ Checkyour answers at the entl af this #r?di. ir,iJ ,:irr,r,,ii,.Jll.-? ,;;s1r.!,., ;!"y11 ir.y.r*rr
again dyou did not get most af thern corrett.
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LESSON VERBS AND PREPOSITIONS

In this lesson we shall look at how verbs combine with prepositions.

OBJECTIVES

By the end of this lesson you should be able to:

* combine verbs with prepositions to make prepositional verbs;

* make sentences using prepositional verbs'

The second type of verb phrase we shall look at is the prepositional verb' Here the main

verb and a preposition come together to create a special meaning' For example, the word

..look,, can be joined to many prepositions like: out, into, through, up, etc.

Hete are some examples in sentences;

Ydu must look out for thieves at the market.

The first thing he did was to look around the yard'

Do you think anyone would have looked after me better than my own mother?

The boss warned those who will be caught looking through the newspaper duririg

working hours.

Module Language
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Look at the table below. How rnany verb phrases can you make by joining

the verbs in the left column to the prepositions in the right?

Use your dictionary to see if each verb phrase you make is acceptable; then make ten

sentences of your own. For example, for the verb phrase ,.get up,', you might write, I get up

at six every morning.

Verbs Prepositions

pick

put

move

take

let

pull

on, at, off through

in, under, around, out

up, away, aside, into

along, to, over, down
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Fill in the blank spaces with the suitable choice of prepositions given in the

brackets.

l. She could not Put with his drunkenness, so she left him. (ir/up)

people no longer want him. (in/down)

5. She did not like her cousin when they were young. She was always picking

2" The plane exPloded as it took ...

3. Temba and Jane used to get .. . . .

4. The president is refusing to steP

... with each other' (along/down)

.... although it is clear the

on the application fonns? (dowr/in)

.... such girls all the time. (on/after)
8.

9.

Have you put ....

't know why he goes

10. James does not look .. ....... to his brother for help. (atlup)

@ check your dnswers at the end of the unit. Go back and study this unit if you

got anY of them wrong.

47
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This is the end of the lesson. We shall now move on to a new section'
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ECTION 5:

PASSIVE AND ACTTVE VERBS

INTRODUCTION

I hope so far you have understood the different kinds of "behaviour" that verbs make from
time to time.

In this section we shall look at something slightly different about the way we usc verbs.

Remember, right at the beginning we described verbs as action words;meaning that they
usually talk about an action that happened to a given thing.

trn the way we use verbs however, we find that they are not irlways active, but are

sometimes p assive.

Go ahead and study the following lesson to see what is meant here.

COUEnglish
Module 4: Language Structure48



LESSON THE PASSIVE AND THE ACTIVE

In tliis lesson we shall look at passive and active uses of verbs'

OBJECTIVES

By the end of this lesson you should be able to:

use passive and active forms of verbs'

construct sentences using the passive and active forms'

when we speak, we either use verbs as passive or active. when we use the passive

form of a verb we are talking about an action that happened to a given subject/thing'

Example:

The window was broken bY thieves'

Herethesubject(thewindow)doesnotperformtheaction;itisactedupon.

The same idea of the sentence could have been wriffen as:

The thieves broke the window'

In this sense the verb "broke" is active because it is telling us about wtrat the

subject - the thieves - did to the window'

Here are rnore examples of the passive and active verbs'

*
*
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Passive:

Active:

Passive:

Active:

Passive:

Active:

I was phaned by Sophi last night.

Sophi phoned me Iast night.

Temba was bitten by a snake.

A snake bir Ternba.

The thieves were arrested by the police.

The police arrested the thieves.

Do you see that in each of the exarnples on the passive the auxiliary ',was,, or..were,, comes
in before the verb? Also there is usually the word..by,,'in the sentence,

ACTIVITY

write down five sentences of your own choice in the passive, and five in the

active in the space provided below:

50 Mooule 1 Le.EiJage Sfrirtfrlt:COUEnglish



EXERCISE 1

rti)::

@
got anYthing wrong-

l

""@qfuweffid.w@N'

Rewrite the following sentences using the passive'

1. The clerk stole the money'

2. Father killed the big snake'

3. Jack saw the big snake first'

4. Marechera, the Zimbabwean writer 'wtotdThe 
House of Hwnger'

5. MY wife used all the moneY'

active form is mofe direct than the passive'

It is, however, the active form of verb that we normally use' This is mainly because the

I
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EXERCISE 2
*\t++t#\rs*tss*$ton*q*.st\xNnii(p 

-

The following sentences, which are in the passive, wilr certainly read better if they
were written in the active. Go ahead and change them.
l. We were disturbed the whole night by our noisy neighbours.
2. All the food was eaten by me.

3. Our television set was fixed by Temba.
4. I was taken to Durban by my sister Rachel.
5. At ten in the morning I was called by patricia.

6' A pair of trousers, a shirt and a pair of shoes were bought for me by Jane.
7 ' The boy was rast seen by our neighbours going towards the shops on

Sunday evening.

8. Buildings, crops and roads were damaged by the rains.
9' Food aid to the affected peopre has been promised by the government.
10' susan and sihre were terribry shocked by the news of Temba,s death.

Check your answers at the end of the unit
we hope you did not face much difficurty with the resson. Go over it again if it
gave you troubre. we shar now move on to the rast section on verbs in this unit.

COUEngtish
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ffiffiTEffiN 6:

RffiGIJtAR AND IRREGUTAR VERBS

INTRODUCTiON

By now you must have noticed that when we change a verb from the present tense tb the

past tense we norrnaily add "-d" or "-ed" to its end. Look at these examples:

Fnese:rt

Jump

Kick

Kiss

Change

Smile

Pile

Past

Jumped

Kicked

Kissed

Changed

Smiled

Piled

All of the above rvords are what we call regular verbs. Regular here simply means these

verbs follow the same Pattern.

Some verbs, however, do not have "-d" or "-ed" at the end when we change them to the past

tense, for example, run, catch, buy, sleep, etc. Verbs such as these afe what we call

irregular verbs, because they are not common or usual. Go ahead arld look at thel"rr in the

following lesson.

COUEnglish
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LESSOzu IRREGULAR VERBS IN THE PAST TENSE

In this lesson we shall look at the use of irregular verbs in the past tense.

OBJECTIVE

Ey the end of tfuis lessom yora sEaoutd be abEe ta:

# uss regular arid irregular ver"bs in the past tense"

r\s we have seen already" most ve-rbs have "-d" or "-ed" when ehanged to the past tense"

Here are sorrre examples:

The car stapped at our house"

The driver stepped out of the ear.

He asked rne f,or directions.

He smiled ashe talked.

The above examples show regular vertrs, but with verbs like "ru!"!," for example, it wor:ld be

wrong to say "runned," trecatrse it is an irregular vertr.

Study the list of irreguiar verb,s below:

Verb

begin

bring

burn

come

choose

catch

give

Past Temse

began

brought

burnt

came

chose

cauglrt

G*UPb*'"

Verb

dig

drink

draw

eat

fall

feed

find

Past Tense

d*g

drank

drew

ate

f*t!

ie:l

found
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EXERCISE 1

Fill in the blank spaces in the following sentences with the past tense of the verb
given in brackets.

l. The rat . . .... over the flo6r ,vesterdJey" (creepr)

2. Jane .. nothing abcut *ur house. {do)
3. The'helicopter .... ..... past our hcuse" qii-_r,;

4. Yesterday I ...... my books r3:-l 11y de:.1.. i iu:r.,,*)

5' We ".. ...... under the beel when the ncise staraed i;ut:.;ltic. {hleiel

6. It . .. .. to rain at five yestr:rday" (be gin )

7" fuIr. Dube ....... his house last year. (seiil

8' The robber over the f,eme* anci disappear"ed i*ic; the bush. ileap)
9. . the stadium full when the mateh rvas playecili {is;
10. We all ...... to read and u,riie at schoo!. {}*_:ar:;}

Checkyour answers at the enC ol'the nitit.

We hope you have not faced many problems with this iesson. If .;,ou hav*. go over thc
lesson again.

IA Ma,:lute 4: !-anguage Structure
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Lffissffihl THE PAST PARTICIPLE OF

IRREGULAR VERBS

tliis lesson we shall look at the past participle of irregular verbs'

&EJE#TIVE

By tEae end of this lesson You

use irregular verbs in the past participle form'

should be able to:

Sorne irregular verbs carry an "-n" or "-en" at the gnd when we use them aspast ParticiPles -

at the eud"
Regular verbs, on the other hand, form the past ParticiPle with "ed"

Rernember, in the present perfect tense the auxiliary "has" or "have" always corfies before

the rnain verb. Study the following examples:

He wrote a long letter. (Past tense)

He has writtena long letter' (Past participle)

The Swazi king chosea bride. (Past tense)

The Swazi king ftcs chosen a bride' (Past participle)

Note that some verbs do not, however, change to the "-n'nf'-en" ending lvhen they are in the

past participle; words like put, cut, pay, buy, etc' Instead we say:

I have Put the Plate onto the shelf'

She fras cutthemeat with a knife'

Jane ftas not bought him a Christmas present'
I

I
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Take a look at more examples of irregular verbs in the table berow.

Verb Past Tense Past Participle

kneel

know

lay

learn

leave

make

mean

ride

ring

rise

say

see

shake

steal

swim

tear

write

win

knelt

knew

laid

leamt/learned

left

made

meant

rode

rang

rose

said

saw

shook

stole

swam

tore

wrote

won

knelt

known

laid

learnt/learned

left

made

meant

ridden

risen

said

seen

shaken

stolen

swum

torn

written

\i,'on

ACTIVITY

2. drive: The President was

...... who he is.

....through the town.

Use the past participle form of the verbs given at the beginning of the foilowing se1!!*ii{;es.

Example: know: They have known each other for along time.

l. forget: She has

3. forgive:

COUEnglish

I have . ...... him all his mistakes"

&$v*r""

c#,,L€
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4.

5.

speak:

wake:

He has to all of us.

I was .... ... every night by stange sounds'

@ ANS*ER'
l. forgotten

2. driven

3. forgiven

4. spoken

5. woken

EXERCISE 2

In the following sentences circle the correct form of the verb from the ones given in

brackets:

The bell has (rang/rung)'

Mr. Banda had already (spend/spent) his money'

The escaping thief has (swum/swam) across the river, and we will never

catch him.

My jacket was (stole/stolen) from the car'

No other team has (beaUbeaten) us except them'

He was (shake/shaken) bY the news'

The naughty boy has already (torn/tore) his new shirt'

Have the villagers (wrote/written) to the Member of Parliament yet?

The tourists had never (saw/seen) a lion before'

The ripe fruits have (fell/fallen) off the tree'

)Dur answers at the end of this unit. Go over the whole section on

irregular verbs again if there is srill anythtngYou do not understand'

59 1:
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SUMMARY

We hope you now understand something about verbs. We said r-erbs are "dorng" or

"action" words, which change their forms according to the sense and nme u'e use theril.

You have also seen that verbs usually "behave" in the same way. However. some do not.

These are what we have called irregular verbs, which sometimes cause problems to learners

ofEnglish, both as first and second language users.

And lastly, verbs sometimes combine with other parts of speech, like prepositions, to iorm

verb phrases. You are advised to use your dictionary in order to be sure of the meaning of
these prepositional verbs.

In conciusion, thev say practice makes perfeet, so go over this unit again in order to

strengthen ycur understanding.

COOD LUCK!!

i
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ANSI/VERS

$.ie*ti*n 'l The Present

il::{ffiF.e$sE t

Temba would like to find a pen-friend. He is eighteen years old. He works as security

guarci. Temba likes soccer and netball. He also listens to the radio during his free time.

Te*rba has many friends, both maie and female. He does not have a wife at the mcment'

$ometimes he goes to church.

EXERCISE 2

{ aq: staying with my aunt in Harare for two weeks. It is rainine in Harare. Sinee it is

Christmas, most people here are doins their shopping' There are many big shops and'of'fices

in Harare. Many people are living herq. During my stay here I am Visitin'g my friends and

relatives.

EXERCISE 3

1. They are going to work on Saturdays.

2. The doctor is treating the sick'

3. He is helping me to clean the car.

4. Is he reading the newspaper every moriring?

5. Are you going home straight after work?

6. Our neighbour is growing flowers for satre.

7. Mr. Dube is not enjoying his stay here.

8. We are living on Great East Road.

9. The. thieves in our neighbourhood are giving us a lot of prohleir-rs'

10. Jack Mapanje is writing political poetry'
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Section 2 The Fas$

EXERCISH T

l. wrote

5. went

9. wept

EXERCISE r$

1" have lost

4. has woken

7. have forgotten

!0. has put

2" have seem

5. has dressed

8. has promised

3. have found

6. Bras throunr

9. has taX<en

2. grew

5. fell

10. lost

3. visited

7. caught

4. ptrayed

8. swam

EXERCISE 2

Mr. Dube was our neighbour. t{e iived aoross the road with his wife and three children. He

worked for a constnuetion company as a builder. Mr. Dube was a wonderful rnan. He

collected old elothes and rnoney, whieh lie gave to the poor. On Sundays he went to church

with his family. When he came back frorn church he put on his blue overails and worked in

his garden.

EXERCISE 3

l. I was going horne yesterday.

Z. The accused rnurderer wa$_wqe-piil& bef,ore the jas.dge.

3. They wcry. qlegingschool for the Eastcr hertiday"

4. The hunter Was killine dangerous amirnals with his grmr.

5. Mother was spendinq the whole day at the fietrq{s"

6. I was sqging Jane once every week.

7. Heavy black clouds $rcre.gqlbqEEg in t}:e sky.

B. The cattle wer_e dyiqg of hunger.

9. Temba was decidirle to qurt drinking.

10. She was hAvins unprotected sex witia trilm"

eoI./Eng/,sh 6Z



EXERCISE 6

1" Temba tradeaCIL to Harare

2. Shehad cqokqdvegetables forus'

3. He had beeEed her to staY'

4. Hugh Masekela had plaved in Mbabane'

5. Tshaka had ordered the whole tribe killed'

6. Kenneth Kaunda had annotlnqed his desire to quit potriti'

"l " The boss had sacked him for stealing

L The birds had flown over the roof'

9. He t-radspenl all his money on beer'

i0" H-a.d they eotre home bY bus?

EXERCISE 5

1. have not been talking

2. have been trYing

3. has been working

4. has been corning

5. have been quarrelling

EXERCISE 7

1. had been living

2. badbeen reading

3. had been sPilling

4. hadbeen going

5. had been selling

6. have been flghting

7. have been thinking

8. have been cooking

9. have been looking

10. have been considering

6. had been PaYing

'l . has been seeing

8. had been drinking

9. had not been coming

10. had the boYs been waiting

SffiffiYE0hg 3 The ffiuture

EXER,EISE 1

1. I shall/will go to church on Sunday'

7. Mr. Dube will be speaking to the students'

3. The war witrl be over"

4.Themannextdoorwil!behelpingrnewithmyEnglish'

5. The n'leat will be cut into equal pieces'
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6. Susan will send me a present for rny birthday"

7. The thief will deny all the eharges against him.

8. Wole Soyinka will receive aprize for his novel.

9. We willr'shall visit the communal lands in January,

It). 1'1r* Zarnbezi will be flooded.

EXERCISE 2

i. She is going to prepare for the exam.

2. Jane is going to weed the garden.

3. She is going to wash the dishes.

4. Ctrinua Achebe is going to write another novei.

5. The doctor is going to arrive late.

6. The boys are going to go home next week.

7. Are we still going to take a taxi home?

8. Is Temba going to sleep o,ut tonight?

9. Does it look iike it is going to rain tonight?

10. Don't wony, tr am going to do it for you.

EXERCISE 3

l. I see Temba on Friday.

2. Jane takes care of the children in the aftemoon.

3. Charles Mungoshi writes a story for the occasion.

4. Do they kill the prisoners at six?

5. The nurse gives the students condoms during her lecture.

EXERCISE 4

I. I am secing Temba on Friday.

2. Jane is taking care of the children in the aftemoon"

3. Charies Mungoshi is writing a story for the occasio,n.

4. Are they kiliing tho prisoners at six?

5. The nurse is giving us some condoms during her lecture.

EXERCISE S

I. The bireis rpill have flo_-wn to warmer places in winter.

u Module 4: Sfruefure
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2" TBey:ul-i!,geyg-uifgd clf irzrng*r fuy the*'"

3. Jane B':11-ffip-"Hl]&ffi *p at five' '

4. Mrs. ]3anda wiil havq dqc&led to leave her hr"esband"

5. i qiil(FilAl-l igyg-gpnq to Maputo in August'

{r. I ahffive re-ad through ttre book during the-lourney'

i " Trre river Wrln-hayg.ggsdgd this season'

8. T!:e rein rviii haYe fatrlEn"

9. .tr'ir'* priest y2ilifave-ax'1Y€"d at fbur'

l{.}. W* will/sliall have demanded our money frorn hirn'

ffiXEffi.EISE 1

f . is lea_v_tns.

2. miqht come.

3. sauldnothave done.

4. lyould not have known.

5. h4l always written.

"5. sha[ probablY gq.

7 . should have given.

8. has my sister Phqqgd.

g. have the neighbours called.

10. should nct havq told'

4t:

6. over

10. up

Fassive

1 qlnnrv

7.up

and Active Verbs

,{" d,.:wrr

ti. I,i*ilrl"i

7" 'fn* big snake was leilled by father

ir.{cd:.r,'g .i i-+','iillr "'r;

Sffi#Yg&h,E 4 #tfnen Venbs
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3. The big snake was first seen by Jake.

4. The House of Hunger was written by hdarechera, the zimbabwean writer.

5. All the money was used by rny wife"

EXERCISE 2

1. Our noisy neighbours disturbed us the whole night.

2. I ate all the food.

3. Temba fixed our television set"

4. My sister Rachel took me to Durban.

5. Patricia called me at ten in the morning.

6. Jane bought me a pair of trousers, a shirt and a pair of shoes.

7. Our neighbours last saw the boy going towards the shops on Sunday

evening.

8. The rains darnaged buildings, crops and roads.

9. The government has promised food aid to the affected people.

10. The news of Teurba's death terribly shocked Susan and Sihle.

SECTION 6 Regular amd lnregular Verbs

EXERCISE 1

l. crept

2. did

3. flew

4. left

5. hid

EXERCISE 2

l. rung

2. spent

3. swum

4. stolen

5. beaten

6. began

7. sold

8. ieapt

9. was

10. leamedllean'rt

6. shaken

7. torn

B. written

9. seen

lG. fallen
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UNIT
War*s oS SPewwh

!NTRODUGTrcru

In this unit you are going to leam about parts of speech in the English language' The unit is

divided into fourteen lessons. Read carefully the lesson objectives, work through the

lessons and do the self-assessrneRt exercises at the end ofeach lesson'

OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit you should be able to:

#
#
#

form the plurals of,nouns;

use the possessive form of the nouns for aninnals and people;

correctly use words which ean be countable or uncountable according to

meaning;

use thg determiners "u," "ao" and "the";

use the determiners 
..Some/any,,, ..no/none,,' ..filuch,,' ..man},', ..a lot,''

"several" correctlY;

use..a few/a little," "few/little" and "the whole," "all,'"both" COrfeCtly;

use the ltrst person with other nouns and pronouns in the correct order;

use pronouns with "self' for emphasis;

use "you" or "one" when no actual person is referred to;

use the 6'-lng" phrase in noun phrases and clauses;

use relative pronouns in relative clauses;

put two or rnore adjectives in the usual order before a noun;

make sentences containing verb inversions after negative adverbs;

put adverbs in their eorrect order;

use adverbs of degree (intensifiers) conectly: "ver/," "much," "too,"

"fairlyr" "almostr" "hardly," "barelyr" "nearly"' "just";

use co-ordinators correctly, "and," "but," "either-----or" and "neither'--'-

nortt

@
f

*,
lc
*
f
*
I8
se

*
*
*

*
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PLAJffiA$- SF ffitrUruffi

will introduce you to nouns and how to mrake thami imto plura!.

ffiffiJffiGT'6VES

bug

wimdow

teachqr

b) ehureFr

dtsh

c)

Ey t&e end ef €his lesson you should be able fo:
@ gmatr(e nouns into plural by adding ".-5,,, <n*rr" 

or.nies,";@ plak out nox.m$ which are always in the plurai.

I ana sure you have heard about nouns in your earlier grades. what are nouns? A noun,is aword wfuiah nalnes a Bersoxl, ptrace, thing or quarity. For examp!*, J*h*, ;;r, o* *bravely' Nor'lms ean either be singr'rtrar o'plurar. A singurar noun refers to one thing onry;for example, boy, dog, cow. A plural moun refers to two _, *"r;;;;;;;;ample:
boys, dogs, eows.

To rmake a noun ptrural, we usua,y add ..-s,, or..es.,, For example:

a)

hus

bt:x

bags

windows

teachers

ehurahes

buses

dishes

boxes

p0t

cup

desk

rnonth

roof

g@at

- pots

- 0rBps

^ desks

months

roo&

gmaEs

&Male4: [ar:guege S&uc&.rre
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In example a) the plural ending "s" is pronounced as ..2.',

In exarnple b) the plural ending "es" is pronounced as..zi."

In example c) the plural ending "s" is pronounced as ..s."

1. A o'y" - ending becomes "-ies" in the plural. For example:

ladies

bodies

babies

Note the "e" in tomatoes, potatoes, heroes.

T[e "e" is normally put in words that end with the vowei ".o.,'

Common words lna "f" or "fe" usually have "'-ves" in the plural.

life - lives, loaf - loaves. knife - knives.

But there are a number of exceptions to this rule. For example : chief - chiefs,

roof - roofs.

A few nouns have special plurals. What are the plurals of the following nouns?

Man, woman, child, ox, foot, goose. They are men, women, children,

geese.

Tk e are nouns which are always in the plural form. For example: scales (for
weighing), scissors, pliers, shears. All these nouns stand for things which are

usually made in two parts. If you want to count these you must use the word
"pair." Thus we do not say "one scissors" but "a pair of scissors,,' not ..one

pliers" but "a pair of pliers."

A few names of living creatures do not change in the plural. For example: one

sheep, two sheep; one fish, two fish.

69

body

lady

baby

J
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4.

5.
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I
x

l
l
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AGTIVITY

I Change the following nouns into plural:

cat

match

thief

mouse

stick

chick

donkey.

wife

half

louse

book

calf

2. ti"k rouns which are always in the plural from the list below:

cattle police

picture meat

branch clothes

paper water

Pig air

ANSWERS

l. cats

matches

thieves

mice

sticks

chicks

cattle

meat

water

donkeys

books

calves

clothes

air

wlves

halves

lice

2.

r,w

70 Mdule 4: Languap Structuro



EXERCISE 1
ft*S{*n5**guowq*$gsst"*\**

Write the following words in the plural:

1. watch

3. leaf

5. cloth

7. rhinoceros

2. torch

4.

6.

8.

10.

nce

handkerchief

fly

sand9. mango .......

In this lesson you have learnt how to change nouns to plural. Most nouns are changed to

plural by adding "s", 'oes" or "ies."

j,our answers at the end of the unit.
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LESSON

COUNTABLE AND UNCOUNTABLE NOIJruS

From the plural of nouns we move onto countable and uncountable nouns.

OBJECTIVE:

By the end of the lesson you should be able to:

# pick out countable and uncountable nouns from a list.

There are two types of common nouns: countable nouns and rurcountable nouns.

countable nouns are the names of objects that can be counted" can you give

exarnples of these? .......

We hope you came up with things like pens, books, cars, people, trees

and many others. uncountable nouns are the narnes of objects that cannot be

counted. For example: salt, mealie-meal, sand, air.

AII nouns which can be used in the plural are called countable nouns because they

stand for things you can count. Uncountable nouns are the names of objects that ean

not be counted. Nouns which we do not usc in the plural are called uncountable

nouns. For example: food, water, joy, meat, safety.

Look at Lesson I again for these.

CAUEngtish



AGTIV!'!ry

Fick out write the countable and uncountable nouns in the spaces

below:

anger poles

boys hair

love

blood

lcn"ies oranges

grass

hoes

UncountabEe Noung

ANSWERS

hoes

Uncogntable i\sun!

anger

love

blood

hair

grass

Module 4;
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EXERGISE 2
'/44//4y**4wj&fra@r/4ryM@

Pick out and write the countable and uncountable nouns in the spaees

below:

l. electricity 2" chairs

3. water 4. baboons

5. meat 6" aPPles

7. happin6ss 8. fish

9. teachers 10. sugar

Countable Nouns l]neountabEe Noarras

Chbck your answers at the end of the urcit.

lountable nouns are nilmes of objects that can be counted and uncountable nouns are the

narnes ofobjects that cannot be counted.
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ffi$$ffiru DETERTUINERS "A," .'AN" AND "THE"

"Fhis lessogl introduces you to words used wittr singular countabtre nouns.

ffiBJECT'VES

By the erad of the lessom you should be able to:

@ USS'uAr" "'An" and "the" Cofrectly.

All countable nouns wher, used in the singular must have an artiele (determiner) before

them" Ttre !"$ost c&rnmon determiners are "a," "an" and "the."

"A" or "sn" are usuatrly used when the countable noun is mentioned for the first time:

"monkey" beCOmeS "A nnonkeyr" "dog" beCOfneS "a dog," and "gifl" beCOmeS "a !ifl."

"'Ao' is used when ttre first letter of ttre word that follows is a eonsonant, for example:

a dog, a girl and a river.

*{An" is used when the first }etter is a vgwei, fOr example: "owl" beCOmes "an owl,"

"*nephanto'becom*s "m elephant," and "impala" becomes "an impala."

ii-tire same m**an is rnentioned fbr the seeond tirne we use "the."

#C)U6ng/lsft r5 Medula 4: LanguaEe Struct*re
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For example:

One day a lion saw a fat zebra and an elephant drinking at a river, The lion decideti

to chase the zebra because it was hungry. The zebra looked up and saw tle lion

coming towards it. The zebra was frightened but the elephant was not. The lion

chased and killed the zebra.

You also use "the" when it is clear which thing you mean: the roof, the l.ir;y- the

For example:

The ox the farmer was looking for was found in Mr. Tembo's gar<ien. l-!u garden

was full of vegetables. The farmer was fined one hundred dollars.

ACTIVITY

Put "a" or "an" befbre the following words:

..old dog ........extra hour

....record player

...envelope

...hungry boy

ANSWERS

an old dog

a record player

an envelope

a hungry boy

an extra hour

an uncle

a trec

a school

we hope you can now use the determiners o'a," .'an" and "the" correctly. Now try
the following exercise:

Module 4: Language
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Fill in the gaps with either: "a," "an," or "the" in the following paragraph.

One night ---- old man was sitting in --- hut telling ---- group of boys

folktales. ----- old man was smoking ----- pipe and --- boys were eating

roasted nuts as they listened to the old man. Suddenly --- owl began to hoot

in the was not.---- old

up and picked up --- stone and threw the stone at --- owl. The

stdrtled owl flew away.

your answers at the end of'the unit.
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LESSON OTHER DETERMINERS ("both," "some,"

"sgvgralr" "lots ot" "a lot ofr" "many,"

"any")

In this lesson we continue looking at more determiners used with countable nouns.

OBJECTIVE

By the end of the lesson you should be able to:

* use "bothr" "somer" "severalr" "lots ofr" "a lot of," "many" and..any."

Countable nouns in their plural form may take "the" but never "a" or "an" before them. For

example: never o'a boys" but "the boys"; never "a teachers" but "the teachers." Words such

as "bothr" "sonler" "severalr" "lots of," "a lot of," "many" and "any" may be used as well as

all possessive pronouns such as "m!," "our," "your" and so on before them.

For example:

"both eyes'7'some animals'7'lots of bananas'T"several days'7"many countries" l "any

sticks"/"a lot of games."

Vbry often countable nouns in the plural may have no determiner at all. For example:

a) Boys and girls finish school every year.

b) Trees line the street.

Look at the following sentences closely:

1. Both John's legs were swollen. ("Both" refers to two things only.)

2. The waiter was asked to bring some forks. (.'Some" refers to more than one.)

3. several trees were uprooted. ("Several" refers to an unknown number.)

4. At the Olympics lots of medals were won.

("Lots of'refers an unknown number.)

5. A lot of elephants were killed by poachers last year.

("A lot of'refers to a large number.)

6. Do we have any knives left in the kitchen? ("Any" refers to an

unknown amount.)
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7 Many people marched through the streets' ("Many" refers to an

unknown number.)

w,%

(w.-,'€

@

ACTIVITY

Fill in the blanks using the following determiners in brackets:

I. After the terrible accident the driver lost ' ' "' eyes' (some/both)

2. At the party there were ..... of drinks' (manyilots)

3 . The doctor asked the patient if . . . .. bones had been broken. (several/any)

4. The pupils asked the tutor " ' " ' questions on the topic' (any/many)

5......ofthefencewaswashedawaybytherainwateranddepositedinthe

river. (sorne/several)

6. bridges were washed away by the floods' (anyiseveral)

ANSWERS
l. both

2. lots

3. any

4. many

5. some

6. several

COUEnglish 79
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Now do the following exercise:

Fill in the blanks using the words in brackets:

l.

2.

3.

When father came from town he brought ..... vegetabies for us, (rnany/any)

..... people enjoy reading. (anyilots of)

. .... the farmer and his wife were congratulated for their success. (both/a lot

of)

The boy asked the shopkeeper whether he had .. ... ftiit left in the shop.

(many/anv)

.... ...money is lost through gambling. (manyia lot of)

After the rains ...... plants sprouted up. (anylseveral)

During the Christmas holidays . .... people go to their rural homes.

(many/both)

4

5

6.

7.

@ Check ltour answers at the end af the unit.

in this lesson you have leartrt how to use "both." "some," "several," "lots of," "a lot of,"
onmany" and "any" before countable nouns.
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OTHER DETERMINERS CONTINUED

In this lesson we ccntinue looking at determiners. We will look at determiners that are used

before eounkble and uncountable nouns.

OBJECTIVE

By the end of the lesson you shorrld be able to:

* use "fewr" t'a fewr" t'littler" "a little," "nor" "none ," "all,"..whole" and

"much"

Look at the following sentences carefully:

l. There are t-ew apples in the basket.

2. There are a few apples in the basket.

"Few" and "a few" are used with countable nouns. Few apples in the first sentence

means almost no apples.

L Last night little rain fell.

2. Last night a little rain fell.

"Little" and "a little" are used with uncountable nouns. "Little" rain in the first sentence

means almost no rain.

l. There are no cabbages at the market.

2. None of their players was injured.

'No" and "none" are used to show the absence of something.

All the pupils who sat for the examination passed.

The whole class passed the examination.

I

n
L
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"All" and "whole" are used to show that everyone \vas included.

There was much noise in the classroom "when the teacher was away

"Much" is used with uncountable nouns to show the degree of something

Fill in the blanks using the following words in brackets:

l. When I arrived at the market only . . ..oranges were left. (a few'/a

little)

2. ... ...bit of sugar is needed to make the tea sweet. (a little/few)

3. When they arrived at the dip tank .. ...herd boys had brought their cattle.

(few/little)

4. ....of the vendor's apples were rotten. (muchinone)

5. When I got to the meeting ".. "..member had arrived. (whole/no)

6. The naughty child was asked to stay indoors the. . ...day. (all/whole)

7 . There was .......heat in the kitchen. (much/few)

8. ......the dogs in the village were vaccinated against rabies. (a few/all)

g. The swimmer needed .. . . ..encouragement to win. (few/little)

ANSWERS
l. afew

2. a little

3. few

4. none

ACTIVITY

whole

much

all

little

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

I

&"tt.-
d. ., 'J

(Y"4.t.g
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Now try the exercise below:

EXERCISE 5

Fill in the blanks using the words in brackets:

(little/a few)

.....of the answers were correct. (none/a little)

There were .......people at the independence celebrations. (little/many)

3

5. I apologised to the. ...." class. (all, whole)

7

few)

When the boy arrived home there was ,..". milk in the jug because it

was leaking. (none/no)

..... patience is needed when you are learning how to ride a bicycle. (a

fewla little)

There was ..........hope of an'iving cn tirne when our car had a puncture.

(littleifew)

Check your ilnswers at the end of the unit.

"Few" and "a few" are used before countable nouns. "Little" and "a little" are used before

uncountable nouns. "No" and "none" are used to show absence of something, while "all"

and "whole" show that everything is inciuded"

83

U.

9"

@

COUEnglish Madule 4: Language Structure



LESSON PRONOUNS, INCLUDING

POSSESSTVE PRONOUNS

From determiners we move to pronouns, including possessive pronouns

PfOnOUnS are WOfdS that take the plaCe Of nOUnS. FOr eXample "I," "it," "We," o'me," o'US,"

t'you," "her" "sher" "himr" "her," "they," etc. Study thg table below closely:

All the words underlined are called personal pronouns. "I" and "we" are pronouns of the

firSt perSOn. "YOU" iS the prOnOUn Of the SeCOnd person. "He," "She," "it," and "they" are

pronouns ofthe third person.

ltt Derson

singular

plural

211 person

singular and

plural

3nd oerson

singular

singular

plural

! want my money.

S want our money.

You want your money

fu wants his money.

fu wants her money.

Sgy want their money.

It belongs to E.
It belongs to p.

It belongs to yg

It belongs to him.

It belongs to her.

It belongs to l}gm.

COUEnglish 84 Module 4: Language Structure

By the end oi the lesson you should be able to:

#' use pronouns in their singular or plural;

# use possessive pronouns.



Do not use "her" "him" or "his" when you mean "she" or "her."

Do not forget the'os" ending of the present tense. An "s" or "es" is needed

person singular of the simple present tense of nearly all verbs, e.g., "He liveg ln

Zimbabwe." "She tries very hard in class." "It eatq meat everyday."

ACTIVITY

For example:

What does a teacher do?

Answer: He teaches pi:pils.

ANSWERS

Now do the following activity to practise using pronouns and simple present tense. Try to

answer the fbllowing questions using the correct pronoun and tense.

Answ,er the following simple questions using a suitable pronoun and tense:

What do mechanics do?...

What do builders do?...

What does a driver do?

What does a nurse do?.

What do farmers do?...

What does a baker do?.

2.

3.

4.

5.

They repair cars.

They build houses.

He drives buses and cars.

She nurses sick people.

They grow crops.

He bakes bread.

85 Module 4:
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J.

4.

5.

6.
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Now you have an idea ofwhat pronouns are. Put the correct pronoun in

each blank space.

l. This is our elCer sister. We live with

2. When Mary loses ...sandals, .....borrows a pair frorn

. ...brother.

3. My brother always sleeps lying on .side, but my sister prefers

lying on . back.

4. When the huntercame back, we all listenedto .".... as ..."" told."."."

stories.

5. Jane usually gives ........ father ........dinner as soon as he returns

from the fields.

6. .....always rains in January.

7. After the match the players celebrated because ......".had won.

Check your answers at the end of the unit.

Possessive Pronouns

Do you still remember what a pronoun is?

What is it? If your answer is "a word that takes the place of a noun" you

In this second part ofthe lesson you 
"i" 

going to leam how pronouns are
'show 

possession, belonging or ownership. For example:

This is my book.

(tt e Uoot belongs to me)

Our dogs are fierce.

are correct.

used to

(the dogs belong to us).

86
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@
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study the list of possessive ad!ectives and pronouns carefully:

A

ADJECTIVBS

My (book)

Your (book)

His (book)

Her (book)

Its (tail)

Our (books)

Their (books)

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

B

PRONOUNS

mlne

yours

his

hers

its

ours

theirs

This book is mine.

This book is yours.

Its tail is long.

Their books are wet

I have not seen theirs.

The worrls in column B are not used with ncluns. except tbr his/its which are the

same in both colurnns. 'Ihe words in column A are used with nouns.

ACTIVITY

Fili in the blanks using a suitable possessive pronoun

The hare broke. ..leg rn a snare.

John lost Pen ln the grass"

Mother and Betty terck "... '.letters to the post office

... handtrag was stolen at the bus stop"

The famiiy got ......food from wellwishers"

1.

,\
L.

4.
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@ANS*ER.
L

2.

J

4.

5

3.

4.

5.

its

his

their

her

its

EXERCISE 7
-rF+d.$*i}l1tt.*.s#rlll!t*i\.{}#$hrm}}:,.

Complete the exercise using pronouns from the box below:

our, yours, my, his, its

The dog wagged tail when it saw ...... owner.

Mauritiui is only a small island but it is important because of .... harbour

and ....trade.

Angela's father said that .. ,. .aunt was .. ... sister.

My bicycle had a puncture so I asked ..... sister if I could borrow hers.

You can stay at ...... home if ..... is leaking.

t6.a\l
V) Ch"rk your answers at the end of the unit.
In this lesson you learnt about the first, second and third person pronouns and

possessive pronouns. Possessive pronouns show belonging or ownership.

2
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LESSON PRONOUNS WITH "SELF"

From possessive pronouirs we move onto "self'pronouns. The word "self is added behind

the pronouns.

OBJECTIVES

By the end of the lesson you should be able to:

J use "self'pronouns correctly.

Look at the following sentences closely:

a) I hurt myself when I fell down yesterday.

b) Mary cut herself with a knife.

c) The hippo dipped itself into the pool.

All the underlined words are "self' pronouns. These words stand for the same

person or thing mentioned as the slbject.

I --- myself

Mary herself

Hippo itself

The plural of "self is "selves." For example:

them themselves

our :............ OurSelves

There are as many "self'words as there are pronouns.
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ACTIVITY 1

I' Put the word "serf ' or "selves" after the folrowing pronouns:

them..

our

t

ANSWERS

themselves, ourselves, himself. itself, herself. l ours:r: :3.'. -:
a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

yourself

herself

ourselves

itsel f
themselves

"Self'pronouns can also be used for emphasis.

90

l

him

2

it

her

your..

Put a suitable self pronoun in the follou,ing senrences

a) You should wash . ...even.dar,.

b) Mary had to present . ... .. .for an interr reu .

c) We had to prepare . .. . for the examination.

d) The rhino had to hide . . ....from the poachers

e) The travellers had to equip ........forthe itrn_! iLrlrrrr,.

I

2.

COUEnglish Module 4 Language Slruclure



F'or examPle:

I wiil do the work mvself'

He informed me ab.out the matter hi$self'

EXERGISE 8
" "i\.tr, iiF+.." j.{t riiliiiilt:i:s::ii.,$ii. r:: iiiisr 

':'r: 
"''

We went to the hosPital..

brackets to fill in the blanks:

Ruth wrote this letter ' " '(himselfiherselt)'

They built this house .. ' " ' "(themselvesiourselves)'

Mr. Moyo heard the lion .. "(herself/himself)'

.,self, pr0ncuns stand for the same person or object mentioned as the subject'

i.

2.

-4.

4.

5.

6.

"t.

@ checkvour answers at the end of the unit'
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LESSON INDEFINITE PRONOUNS "ONE" AND

"YOU"

In this lesson you are going to leam about the indefinite pronouns "one" and "i,-i

OBJECTIVE

By the end of the lesson you should be able to:

t use "one" and "you" correctly.

"One" and "you" are often used when writing compositions. For example

One improves one's handwriting with practice.

Yoq feel that something is wrong, but vou are not completely sure.

You will notice that when "one" has been used it is followed by "one" agaLn =: ::: !l
other personal pronouns like "he," "we," "you." similarly, if we begin a senne:;s ..r:jr

"you" then it should be followed by "you.'o

For example:

You begin to feel tired as you continue weeding.

One has to work hard if ans wants to succeed.

CAUEnglish 92

N"a-

off{;-€ ACTIV|TY

Fill in the blanks using "one'1or "you."

l. You should visit the clinic if ....are ill.

2. If .........."...has problems with one's studies .should conmfi one's

tutor.

3. If ..............weed your garden ..........harvest will be good.

4. One has to be careful when ...is driving at night.

5. ....should choose one's subjects carefully.
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ANSWERS
l. you

2. one

3. you

4. one

5. one

one

your

! i!::!:'i

EXERGISE 9
',.r*.,ii#a+*qU&dt!.#rq,,rW;yw-

Cornplete the following sentences by filling in the blanks using "one" or "you'"

i . You can go :f.. . ...like, but do not swim or fish in the dam'

2. ........should always remernber one's manners'

3. To live cornfortably .....should be careful with one's money'

4. Sometimes ireople tell ... .that you should live for the day. .This is

hardly good advice if.. . .......are anxious to see your country progress'

5. Onoe you have transplanted the seedlings,.............should water them well.

6. If one is interested in computers, then ..should be able to do some

mathematics.

7 . Environmental experts often tell one thaf .. ' ....must look after the soil if

...... ....wants our country to prosper.

8. What would you do if.........were asked to teach in a literacy programme?

9. If. . . . .. ..looks for trouble, one usually finds it'

I 0. when. . . . . . . .help each other, you improve the whole society.

Check your answers at the end of the unit-

In the leSSOn yOu learnt how tO use "One" and "yOU" in SentenCeS. 
*One" and "you" are nOt

used in the same sentence.
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LESSON RELATIVE CLAUSES

From indefinite pronouns we move onto relative clauses. Relative clauses are made up of

relative pronouns and are normally used for joining sentences.

OBJECTIVES

By the end of the lesson you should be able to:

* use the relative pronouns "whose," "which," "who," "whom" ano "rhat"

correctly;

* join sentences using adjectival clauses.

A. Relative Pronouns

Do you still remember what pronouns are?

They are words which take the place of a noun. The following are the relarive pronouns in

the English Language: "who," "whom," "whose," "that" and "which."

These relative pronouns can be used in sentences like these:

a) whom

This is the woman whom I met at the market yesterday.

when "whom" is used it is usually followed by a personal prmoun: trhom 1."

b) who

This is the boy who fell in the river while fishing.

The man who was ill was taken to the clinic.

When "who" is used it is usually followed by a verb: "who &lL"

94 Mdule 4: Languago Structure
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We use "whose" to show belonging'

that and which.

The hut that rvas poorl-v built fell down'

Or

The hut which was poorly built fell down'

d)

Note that we calt use either "'that" or "which" as in the sentences above to refer to things'

"Which" is usually used to ref'er to animals'

..That,, can also be used to refer to people, animals and things, and it should be followed by

a verb. For exarnple: The thief that stole our maize was caught by the police'

You should also note that relative pronouns begin relative clauses' A clause is not a full

sentence trecause it does not have a compiete thought'

c) whose

This is the cow whose horn was broken'

This is the woman whose handbag rvas stolen'
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ACTTV!TY

2

J The book (thatr'whose) I read was very interesting.

4. John was stung by an ant (which/who) was very big.

The visitor (whoseiwhom) they were waiting for arrived rate

6. The thief (who/which) store sweets from the store was beaten br peopre

ANSWERS

who

whose

that

which

whom

who

McyJule 4: Language
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Rewrite the following sentences using the correct relative pronoun.

l. The boy (who/whom) stole the onions was arrested by the

po|ice.........

96



EXERCISE 1O
*a a . &l ...,,, *, 4, ; i/? it:r, : / i"/ftpu,*tu_

Rewrite the following sentences using the correct relative pronoun'

The teacher . . ...we mei last Saturday has a degree from the

University. (who/whom)

2" The hunter ...

(who/whom)

died as he fought the lion was a brave man.

3. A child . " . ..diet is poor may easily suffer from diseases. (who/whose)

4" A person . . ......Ieg is broken cannot walk properly. (who/whose)

5. The man ..life I saved was very grateful. (whoseiwhich)

The house .....

(whieh/whom)

was struck by lighting was burnt down.

The bus ....

(that/whose)

was bringing them to school broke down.

8. The leopard ..killed the sheep is still in the bush. (that, whose)

9. Our door would not open has now been repaired. (that, who)

10. The naughty boys killed the cat have run away. (whose/who)

6

7

@ Check your answers at the end of the unit.
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Joining Sentences using Relative Clauses

Relative pronouns are used to begin relative clauses. In this part of the lesson you are going

to leam about joining sentences using relative pronouns.

For example:

L a) A teacher taught my brother.

b) He has been transferred.

Becomes

The teacher who taught my brother has been transferred.

When an object or a person is identified by the use of an adjectir-al clau-.e. \r e use "th€'u not

"a" as in the example above"

I

Another example:

2. a) A police officer arrested Tom's brother

b) He has been promoted.

Becomes:

The police officer who arrested Tom's brother has been promoted.

Remember that in adjectival clauses the pronoun in the second clause rs omined when it is
the same. "He" in the examples I and 2 was omitted when the clau-ses * ere roined.

Including the pronoun will make the sentence wrong.
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') ^\L, Ol The snake was captured.

It rvas poisonous. (which)b)

a) A trip was organised to Kariba.

b) It was very interesting. (which)

a) The stray cow got into Mr. Phiri's field.

b) It destroyed all his crops. (that)

"'
.:,

4. a)

b)

6. a)

b)

The baby was crying.

Its mother was busy. (u,hose)

) He is helpful. (who)

The boxer is very strong.

I was talking to you about him. (whom)

1

Join the sentences below using the correct relative pronoun in brackets.

5
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ANSWERS

l. The stray cow that got into Mr. Phiri's field destroyed all hrs

crops.

2. The snake which was captured was poisonous.

3. The trip which was organised to Kariba was very interestine

4. The baby whose mother was busy was crying.

5. The conductor who comes to our area is helpful.

6. The boxer whom I was talking to you about is very strons.

1

Join the clauses "a'.'and "b" to form one sentence using the relal;'.3 ::,t-.-rriF.: rr-r

brackets.

1. a) A boy wants to see Mary.

b) 
'::: -'::: 

::::":":::::-:- :-::'

2. a) The M.P. visited the schooi last year.

b) He died yesterday in hospital. (who)

3. a)

b)

Some food was left in the kitchen.

It has gone bad. (which)

4. a)

b)

Sorne girls have won prizes.

They are siuing on the left of the platform. (who)

Mdule 4: Language Structure
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5. a) The houses had grass roofs

They caught fire. (that)

A girl he met.

She wrote him a ietter. (whom)

A friend he invited.

He is very educated (whom)

Everyone you meet.

Will recognise you at once. (that)

The boy's pen was lost.

The boy was beaten by his mother yesterday. (whose)

'I'he farmer's goat ate Mr. Thembani's crops.

The farmer was fined. (rvhose)

6" a)

b)

b)

b)

b)

b)

b)

7. a)

8. a)

9. a)

i0. a)

@ C'heck t,our ansv'ers al tha encl of lhe unit.

"Who." "that," "rvhom." "which" and "whose" are the relative pronouns in the

English l-anguage. l-hese pronouns are used to fbrm relative clauses which are used

when joining sentences.

101 Module 4: Language
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LESSON THE ORDER OF ADJECTIVES

In the last lesson you looked at joining sentences using relative clauses In rhis iesson you

will learn about the order of adjectives in a sentence.

OBJECTIVE

By the end of the lesson you should be able to:
f put adiectives in their proper positions in a sentence.

Do you know what adjectives are? These are words that are used to rje=.-:::e nLruns. They
give us more informatioh about a noun and make reading very intere:rng liere are some

examples of adjectives: big, strong, poor, blue, wide.

For example:

He met a boy.

could be written as

He met a tall boy.

The second sentence tells you more about the boy because of the adjecrr,, e .rall.,,

She is reading a book.

She is reading an interestins book.

COUEnglish 102 hlodule 1: Languago Sfn cture
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Quality Size Shape Colour Noun

George ate a large round golden orange

They brought a beautiful small rectangular silver table

He received an attractive thin square brown envelope

Jane brushed her teeth

She borrowed a

They bought loaf

In the above examples you saw how to use only one adjective. You can use more than one

adjective before a noun, but a certain order has to be followed. If adjectives are not put in

their correct positions the meaning of the sentence is changed.

Fb
(W
:€ ACTIVITY

Look carefully at the table below and complete the last three lines:

Do you notice that you cannot say "George ate a golden, large round orange." It is wrong

because the adjectives are in the wrong order.

You might have completed the last three sentences as follows:

o Jane brushed her ugly, tiny, irregular white teeth.

r She borrowed an attractive, long, pointed grey pen.

. They bought a nutritious, big, rectangular brown loaf.

delicious

pen



ACTIVITY

Rearrange the following adjectives into a meaningful order:

l. They bought a blue/small/flashy car.

2. My grandfather has got an black/oversize/shabbr, coat.

J. They moved into a brick/large/beautiful house.

The family harvested spottedibig/round millet.

ANSWERS

l. They bought a flashy, small blue car.

2. My grandfather has got an oversize, shabby black coat

3. They moved into a beautiful, large brick house.

4. They built a small, round brown latrine.

5, The family harvested big, round spotted millet.

Module 4: Language Structure
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4. They built a round/smalli brown latrine.
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EXERCISE 12
'"*aa4tuea,ew#,M*w,*ffi ia*z#w..

Arrange the adjectives in their correct order to describe the underlined nouns.

2.

beautiful/tiny/round

we ll -kept4arge/colourfu I

kitchen

sarden

3. black/small/noisy 
dgg

4. rnetal/black/big pl
5. brown, large, comfortable chair
6. wooden, long, brown spoon

7. black, plaited,long W
8. silver, thick bladed, long knife

I

2.

3.

can use more than

These adjectives should

Check your answers at the end of the unit.

't:l
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ADVERBS OF MANNER, TIME AND PLACE

You learned about adverbs in your earlier schooling. What are they? If you said they are

words which are used to describe verbs and give more information about verbs, you are

correct.

OBJECTIVES
ii'fll:#llliijli:iii;;irillii:rjtti rlr:ri:ijjirri":i:rir,,,itl;'.:itr:,::ti:r: ',:l',',' :' ,,, , , ,

By the end of the lesson you should be able to:

J change adjectives into adverbs;

* use adverbs of manner, time and place to complete sentences;

J put adverbs in their correct order.

We have several types of adverbs.

Adverbs of mannel - politely, slowly, quickly - which answer the question ..how?',

Adverbs of -degree (intensifiers) - very, fairly, quite, too - which answer the question

"how much?"

Adverbs of time - today, yesterday, once - which answer the question "when?"

Adverbs of place or direction - here, there, up - which answer the question "where?"

In this lesson we will look at adverbs of manner, time and place.

Adverbs of manner tell us how something happened. For example:

i) The pupils were walking slowlv because they were tired.

ii) The judge was listening carefully to evidence from the witness.

Adverbs of time tell us when something happened. For example:

i) Our visitors arrived festerday from Malawi.

ii) The examination started at eisht o'clock.

A

B.

C Adverbs of place or direction tell or show us where something happened. For

example:

i) Pin gB that calendar.
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ii) They went home after the church service'

Adverbs are normally formed by adding "-ly" to an adjective' For example: slow -

slowly, polite - politely, quick - quickly

ts*h,

dW-r.-€

Change the following adjectives into adverbs by adding "-ly'"

l. o wise

2. sad

3. hearY

4. happy

5. terrible

6. hoPefui

i. dangerous

ACTIVITY

cruel8.

ANSWERS
wisely 2. sadlY

'heavily 4. haPPilY

tenibly 6.

dangerously 8.

l.

3.

5.

7. cruelly

Note that words that end with a "y" (for example: happy) are changed into adverbs by

changing the.,y,'to "i" and adding "ly" (happy - happily). Note also that not all words

that end i6..-ty" are adverbs. Some may be adjectives which go with nouns' For

example:

friendlY

lovelY

fatherlY

@

il[
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You can test whethe16 "*ly" word is an adverb or adjective by suggesting

nouns/pronouns which it could go with. If it can go perfectly with h noun, it means it is an

adjective not an adverb. For example:

A friendly Policeman.

A lovely dress.

A fatherlY teacher.

you should also know that not all adverbs end in "1y." For example fast, Iong. low' late,

high are all adverbs.

For example:

Let us use the adverb "urgently." There are three possibilities.

"The poachers were making plans to leave their base" becomes:

1. Ureently the poachers made plans to leave their ba:t

7. The poachers were urgently making plans to leave their base.

3. The poachers were making pians to leave their base ureently,

Adverbs do not have a permanent position but depending upon their position they give the

sentence a certain meaning or emphasis.

When you put an adverb at the beginning of a sentence, you are emphasising the adverb. If

you put it in the mid-position, immediately before the verb, it is not emphasised at all.

Putting it at the end of the sentence makes it define the whole sentence.
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@ ANS*ERS

2. John accepted the invitation. (gratefully) end

3. The injured player limped off the pitch. (painfully) beginning

4. She mended the holes in the bicycle tube yesterday. (carefully) middle

5. The modern world is changing our lives. (quite rapidly) middle

L

2.

3.

4.

The villagers are gradually developing new farming methods

John accepted the invitation gratefully.

Painfully the injured player limped off the pitch.

She mended carefully the holes in the bicycle tube yesterday.

The modern world is quite rapidly changing our lives.5

COUEnglish 1N Mflule 4: Language Structure
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I

ACTIVITY

Add the adverbs in the box to the sentences below putting them in the correct position.

Use one adverb in each sentence.

ground, late, loudly, soundly, east

The priest spoke to the big congregation.

2. Chipo slept after the hard dav,s work.

The candidate arrived fbr the intervieu

The tourist travelled to Mozambrque fiom Zrrnbar,,r e

'Ihe fertiliser was leached into the ground

J

5

@ ANSWERS
l. The priest spoke loudly to the big congregarron,

2. Chipo slept soundly after the hard day's work.

3. lhe candidate arrived late for the intervrer.r.

4. The tourist traveiled east to Mozambrque from Zimbabwe.

5. The fertilizer was quickly leached into the ground.

COUEnglish
Module 4: Language
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immediately, greedily" steadily, widely, lately. easily yesterday. happily

EXERCISE 13

adverbs from the box in the correct

one adverb in each sentence

1. The rvind was blowing the boat towards the shore.

4" Open the windows to allow fresh air to come in.

5. I've been very busy.

'7

6. Orlando Pirates scored another goal.

I visited my mother.

8. The girls playeei in the sand.
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Check your answers at the end ()t i lt( tttt i I

I hope you enjoyed working through this rather long lcsson In this lesson vott learnt hou

to use adverbs of manner, time and place to completc scltlcllces. \'ou alstr leantt htxr {o

form adverbs from adjectives.

COUEnglish
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LESSON ? ADVERBS OF DEGREE

In this lesson we continue looking at adverbs but our emphasis is on adverbs of degree

which can also be called intensifiers.

OBJECTIVE

By the end of the lesson you should be able to:

* use different adverbs ofdegree.

Do you still remember what we said adverbs of degree were from Lesson I I ?

If you have forgotten. go back to Lesson I I and study it. Adverbs of degree tell us the

extent of how something or an event happened.

If you look at your assignments that were marked by your tutors you will see the following

comments:

very good

good

quite good

fairly good

fair

rather weak

weak

very weak
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Have you noticed that these comments go steadily from the best to the worst? That is

Helen's work was quite good in the test.

"Fair" gives the idea that something is neither bad nor good. something like the average.

A fair performance can be an average performance. "Rather u eak" is better than ,,weak,,

and "very weak" is the worst of all.

I hope after this explanation you can now understand your turor's comments.

If you were given a choice, which of the foilo*rns *ould 1,ou prefer? Tick
your choice.

To be very wealthy or quite wealthy.

To be a bright pupil or quite a bright pupil.

To be fairly famous or to be famous.

To be quite intelligent or very intelligent.

To be quite wise or fairly wise.

Which is worse? Tick your choice:

To be unhappy or rather unhappy

To be very rude or rather rude

To be a rath6rdull student or a dull student

A rather difficult subject or a very difficult subject.

114

It means Helen has done better than John.

ACTIVITY

I
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@ ANSWERS

I I would prefer to be:

very wealthy

a bright pupil

to be famous

very intelligent

quite wise

The following are worse:

to be unhappy

to be very rude

a dull student

a very difficult subject

A. Using "very" and. "much."

"Very" and "much" are common adverbs that are used to show degree. Some people use

these wtirds interchangeably or together. This is incorrect. It is wrong for you to say: "l

was much hungry"'or "I was very much hungry." The correct thing to say is "l was very

hungry." "Much" and "very much" cannot be used vrith describing words (adjectives), for

example: hungry, happy, slow; and adverbs such as quickly, fast, etc.

However, we can say, "The farmer was much more angry (or angrier ) than before" or

"George walks much more slowly than Stanley'"

"Much" is used in two ways. It can be an adjective as in "much rice" "much paper." Or it

can be an adverb. As an adverb it is usually only found with comparatives, for example:

"much bigger" or "much more expensive'"

z
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choose "ver!," "much," and "much more" to complete the sentences correctly.

There was (verylmuch) noise at the party

2. This year's harvest is (much/much more) bigger than that of last year.

It is (muchivery) important to study every day.

They did not do (muchivery) training at the barracks.

6. Helen drives (very/much more) recklessly than Angela.

ANSWERS
l. There was much noise at the party.

2. This year's harvest is much bigger than that of last year.

3. It is very important to study every day.

4. They did not do much training at the barracks.

5. Much more effort is needed in order to pass next year.

6. Helen drives much more recklessly than Angela.

(Very/much more) effort is needed in order to pass next year.
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EXERCISE T4
' '-''''"r:it:r'.'\,*t 

i!.,i!tit" 
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a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

Which of the following would you prefer?

Write your answers in the space provided.

To be very successful or quite successful.

To be fairly smart or quite smart.

To be good at swimming or fairly good at swimming

To be quite late or fairly late.. '

To be very disappointed or rather disappointed.. ' .. - "

Choose between "ver!," "much" and "much more" to complete the

sentences. Tick the correct answer.

Panashe is a (very/much) handsome boy.

Some people lose their tempers (very/much more) quickly than others.

He is (very/much) eager to do well.

If you oil it. it will go (very/much) faster.

He will have to work (muchlvery) harder.

1

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

@ Check 1,tntr answers at the end of the unit.
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B. Using more adverbs of degree.

"Almostr" "hardly," "bar€ly," "nearryr"'Just, and..too,, are also used to show
degree or intensity.

Look at the following sentences closely.

a) John was almost dead after the marathon race.

b) The old woman slipped and nearly fell.

c) It is almost time to stop.

d) |he mechanic completed the repairs in nearly an hour.

"Almost" and "nearly" both mean within a small degree of or short space of.
"Almost" is used to mean very nearly, i.e., almost time, almost rate. ,,Nearly,,

implies a slightly greater distance or degree than. ,,Almosr,,and ..nearly,,may 
be

commonly used in place of each other even though there is a slight difference.

Now look at.the following sentences:

a) Mary was barely four years old when her parents died.

,b) They barely saw him for an hour before the bus departed,

c) He finished the exam with barely a minute to revise.

d) The newly born calf could barely walk.

"Barely" is used to mean armost, onry just enough, scarcery or very sright.

More examples:

Now look at the following sentences:

a) We hardly see him these days.

b) we hardly have time to pray these days because of pressure of work.

"Hardly" is used to mean almost never, not quite or scarcely.

Note that after "hardlY," or "scarcelyr" you cannot use, "no', or ..no 
onern or,.nothing.r, you

must use "any," "anyone" or..anything.rn

-ryCOUEn



For example:

a) Hardly anyone bought cigarettes.

b) The preacher scarcely said anything sensible

Now look at the following questions closely:

a) We have had too many robberies this week,

b) You are driving too fast for safety"

c) This shirt is too small for me.

d) He is too short to be a Policeman'

e) They were moving too slowly to catch the bus.

"Too" is used to mean a higher or lower degree than is wanted or permissible.

ACTIVITY

Complete thb sentences below using the words in brackets:

1. The sun was .. "........hot for us to continue weeding. (nearly/too)

2. The doctor could . ...hear the faint voice of the patient.

(hardly/almost)

3. They arrived at the wedding ....an hour late. (too/nearly)

4. The python had ... .swallowed the hen when we arrived. (almost/too)

5. The family had .. . . ... . . ...enough grain to take to the next harvest.

(nearly/barely)

ANSWERS
l. too

2. hardly

3. nearly

4" almost

5. barely
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Complete the sentences below using the words in brackets:

1. There was . . . ..enough grass for grazing because of the drought.

(almost/barely)

2. He was given a ticket by the police because he was driving

..fast. (nearly/too)

3. They waited for ... .......a day before the lion came out of hiding.
(nearly/too)

4. Cows ....eat meat. (nearly/hardly)

5. They stopped at .. ........every lay-bye. (barely/nearly)

@ Check your answers at the end o/'the unit.

In this Jesson you learnt how to use various adverbs ofdegree to show the extent ofhow
something happened.

EXERGISE 15
B\+.qee\\$ss\s*i\sN*-
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tEssCIN CO.ORDINATORS "AND" AND "BUT"

In Less,rn 9 you learnt about relative pronouns and how they are used to join sentences

together. We used relative pronouns to join relative clauses. In this lesson you are going

to learn how to use the conjunetions "and" and "but" to join two ideas together.

OEJECTIVE

By the end of the lesson 1,'ou should be able to:

f use "an<J" and "but" to join sentences.

Can you still remember the five relative pronouns? They are

Il'you have forgotten. go back to Lesson 9 and revise it.

Con-junctions are words which we use to join two ideas together in a sentence. They give

r.vrittcn work some variety and show the connection between the ideas. The conjunction

"and" is used to show that there is a connection between ideas and "but" to show contrast.

The conjunction "and" is used to connect words, phrases or clauses that are closely linked.

For example:

a) The boys received their prizes yesterday.

The girls received their prizes yesterday.

becomes

The boys and girls received their prizes yesterday.

b) Oranges are fruit.

Mangoes are fruit.

becomes

Oranges and mangoes are fruit.

COUEnglish Mdula 4: Language Structure
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The conjunction "but" introduces a contrasting idea in the second clause.

a) Mike likes reading novels.

Jane enjoys experimenting with chemicals.

becomes

Mike likes reading novels but Jane enjoys experimenting with

chemicals.

b) The school has a good record in football.

The school does not have a good record in rugby.

becomes

The school has a good record in football but not in rugby.

f%
(iy{.
:..€ ACTIVITY

a) Mildred has been to Swaziland

b) MildreA has also been to Namibia (and)

Mildred has been to Swaziland and Namibia.

La) Maseru is a capital city.

Ndola is not a capital city. (but)b)

2. a) Angela comes from Mozambique.

Alfredo also comes from Mozambique. (and)b)



3. a) Tracey is tall.

Ruvimbo is short. (but)b)

4. a) Honey is sweet.

b) Sugar is also sweet. (and)

b)

;.;;";;; ;"; ;; ;"*",a,ion

Lions feed on meat. (but)

ANSWERS
l. Maseru is a capital city but Ndola is not a capital city

2:' Angela and Alfredo come from Mozambique.

3. Tracey is tall but Ruvimbo is short.

4. Honey and sugar are sweet.

5. Elephants feed on vegetation but lions feed on meat.
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EXERCISE 16

Join the sentences using the conjunctions in brackets.

l. a) Jane bought a dress for her sister.

b) Peterbought a book for his sister. (but)

b)

The boy can run very fast.

The girl can also run very fast. (and)

3 a)

b)

Mr. Moyo sends his children to good schools.

Mr. Mtamba also sends his children to good schools. (and)

4. a) Mary likes to keep her hair long.

Judith likes to keep her harr shon. (but)b)

5. a)

b)

They arrived home early.

Their father had already gone to work. (but)

6. a) Baboons live in the mountains.

Monkeys also live in the mountains. (and)b)

Check yaur answers at the end of the unit.

In this lesson yotr learnt how to join sentences using "and" and "but." "And" and "but" are

called conj.unctions. "And" is used to show that there is connection between ideas and

"but" to show contrast.

124 Maduie4:
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...... OR" AND "NEITHER

By the end of the lesson you should be able to:

* use "either .".or" tojoin sentences.

# use "neither .... ..nor" to join sentences.

"Either" means any one oithe two (considered separately and not together).

Neither means not one of the two things.

Notice the diiference in their use below

a) write your name at either end of the book. (meaning any one of the two

ends)

b) Write your name at each end of the book. (meaning both ends)

c) write your name at neither end of the book. (meaning do not write at any

end)

when you use "either ....or" and "neither........nor," be carefulwhere you put the

word either or neither.

"Either" and "or" come bef,ore subjects. For example:

Either you stop the ball or I will stop it.

125 i.,'i:iEl:i',{,, .,:,'a rii.l.lr',!.

This lesson continues to expose you to more cc-ordinators. You are going to leam how to

use "either ....or" and "neither ......nor."
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"Either" and "or" come after the verb and before the objects.

For example:

He must give either a book or sorne money.

"Either" and "or" come before the verb, or in the middle of it. but not

after it. For example:

He has either lost the book qr sold it.

Look how "neither".,... "nor" are used in these examples:

a) George eats neither beef nor pork.

b) Neither John nor Mary was at the party.

c) Neither Nigeria nor Sudan is a SADC country

ooEither" only goes with "or" and "neither" with ..nor.,'

Join the following pairs of sentences using "either. ...or" and "neither

l. a) He was told to come in the morning for the lesson.

b) He was told to come in the afternoon for the lesson.

..nor."

2. a) She lost her money at school.

She lost her money on her way home

The dog does not like strange people.

The dog does not like strange dogs.

My mother does not want to see cockroaches in her kitchen

My mother does not want to see rats in her granary.

It will not rain today.

It will also not rain tomorrow

b)

b)

4. a)

b)

3. a)

5. a)

COUEnglish
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I He was told to come either in the morning or in the afternoon for the

lesson.

2. She lost her money either at school or on her way home.

3. The dog likes neither strange peo,ple nor stange dogs.

4. My mother wants to see neither cockroaches in her kitchen nor rats in her

granary.

5. It will rain neither today nor tomorrow"

EXERCISE 17
@

Join the following sentences using (either....or,, and..neither ....nor.r,

l. a) Before a home-builder starts to build, he will first make

the bricks.

Before a home-builder starts to build, he will buy the

bricks from a briqkwcrks.

To succeed in her studies Judith must work hard.

To succeed in her studies Judith must stop playing.

b)

2. a)

b)

Medule 1: l-angury Sfilc{re
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3. a)

b)

4. a)

b)

In my spare time I willrhot play football beeause I want
to finish my homeworit.

In my sparetime I wilr not go to the cihema because I want to finish
my homework.

5. a)

To be a good student you should not steal

To be a good student you should not tell lies.

I want to live in the rural areas because it is quiet.

I want to live outside town on a plot because it is quiet.b)

Checkyour answers at the end.of this unit.

In this lesson y6u leamt how to join sentences using ..either or,, and *neither 
... ... nor.,,

"Either" means any one of the two and "neither" means not one of the two things.

MWl, 4: Language Structure
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SUMMARY

In this unit you leamt how to change singular nouns into plural nouns. Most nouns are

turned into plurals by adding "s" or "es." You also learnt the importance of a variety of

determiners, i.e., how they are used and their position in a sentence. You had the chance to

use relative pronouns tojoin relative clauses into sentences.

Adjectives and adverbs have special uses in a sentence. When using them you must put

them in their proper positions. Their position determines the meaning of the sentence.

You alSO learnt about using COmmOn co-Ordinators like "and," "but," "Other," etc. in

sentences.

You have now come to the end of Unit 2

I hope you enjoyed your lessons in this unit and benefited from them. If you are still not

clear about any of the content in this unit, please review.

COUEnglish 129 4: Language Structure
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ANSWERS

EXERGISE 1

l.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.

l.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

watches
tbrches
leaves
rice
cloths
handkerchiefs
rhinoceroses
flies
mangoes
sand

EXERCISE 2

Countable nouns
chairs
baboons
apples
fish
teachers

EXERCISE 3

many
lots of
both
any
a lot of
several
many'

Uncountable nouns
electricity
water
meat
happiness
sugar

the,a)

the
The,
a,

a,
The,

a,
The,

?il,
an'

EXERCISE 4

tldub4:COUErrgilsl, 1g



EXERCISE 5

L
2.

J.
4.
5.

6.

i.
8.

9.

l.
?.
a

4.

5.

6.

7.

1.

2"

J.

4.

no
a few
none
many
whole
much
no
:r little
little

EXERCISE 6

EXERCISE 7

l. herself
2" themselves
3. himseif
4. itself
5. ourselves
6. yourself
7. rnyself

her
her
his
him
her
It
they

its
its
my
my
our

she her
her
he us
his

EXERCISE 8

its
its
his
hers
yours

I
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EXERCISE 9

you
one
one
you
you
one
one
yori
one
you

you

one

l.
2.
3.

4.
5.

6.
7.

8.

9.
10.

tiMubl: laquege Strtrctzo

EXERCISE 10

l. The teacher whom we met last Saturday has a degree
from the University.

2' The hunter who died as he fought the lion was a brave man.3' A child whose diet is poo. ,nui.asily suffer from diseases.
1 A person whose leg is Urotcen cannot walk properly.5. The man whose life I saved was very grateful.6' The house which was struck by rightning was burnt down.V. The bus that was bringing them to school broke down.
I The leopard that killed the sheep is still in the bush.9. Our door that would not open has now been repaired.I0. The naughry boys who kilied the cat have run;;;t.

EXERCISE 11

I The boy who wants to see Mary is waiting outside the classroom.2' The M.P. who visited the schoor last year died yesterday in hospital.3. Some food which was left in the kitchen t u, gon. U.d- '
I !9-. girls who have won prizes are sitting oi tt. reft of the pratform.
:" The houses that had grass ioofs caught firi
9. The girl whom he mit wrote him a letter.7. The friend whom he invited is very educated.q. Everyone that you meet will r".ognirc ybu at once.

?;. lle qoy whose pen was lost was L.t", uy his mother yesterday.l0' The farmer whose goat ate Mr. Thembani;s crops *", i"ro.

,32



l.
2.
{
4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

EXERCISE 12

Beautiful, tiny, round kitchen
Large, well-kept colourful garden
Small, noisy black dog
Big, black metal pot
Comfortable, large brown sofa
Long, brown wooden spoon
Long, plaited black hair
Long, thick-bladed silver knife

EXERCI$E 13

I

J

8.

EXERCISE 14

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

to be'"'ery successful
quite smart
to be good at swimming
fairly late
rather disappointed

very
much more
very
much
much

or

2 a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

I
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EXERCISE 15

l.
2.
3.
4.
5.

barely
too
nearly
hardly
nearly

EXERCISE 16

l. Jane bought a dress for her sister but Peter bought his sister a book.
2. fhe boy and the girl can run very fast.

3. Mr. Moyo and Mr. Mtamba send their children to good schools.
4. Mary likes to keep her hair long but Judith likes to keep hers short.

5. They arrived home early but their father had already gone to work.
6. Baboons and monkeys live in the mountains.

EXERCISE 17

l. Before a home-builder starts to build, he will first either make the bricks or buy the

bricks from a brickwbrks.
2. To succeed in her studies Judith must either work hard or stop playing.
3. In my spare time I will neither play football nor go to the cinenna because I want to

finish my homework.
4. To be a good student you should neither steal nor tell lies.

5. I want to live either in rural areas or outside town on a plot because it is quiet.
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UNIT
FreposEtions

INTRODUGTION

Welcom; to Unit 3. In this unit you are going to learn about prepositions. Prepositions are

wcr'-is used to show time, movement, direction or place. This unit is divided into three

lessons.

a)

b)

c)

Prepositions of time

Prepositions of movement

Prepositions of place

We hope you will find the lessons interesting

OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

* use prepositions of time, movement and place correctly;

* show the difference in meanings of prepositions by the way they are used.
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LESSON PREPOSITIONS OF TIME

This lesson is going to introduce you to some of the prepositions of time. In this lesson

you are going to leam how to use "atr"'oin," "by," "on" and "during."

OBJECTIVE

By the end of the lesson you should be able to:

@raa "atr" "inr" "byr" t'on" and "during" correctly

Prepositions of time give you the idea of the time something took place.

For example:

a) Come to my house at six o'clock to collect your exercise book.

"At" is normally used to show exact time.

At five years otd he was able to read.

Other examples: at? p.m., at 9 a.m.. at one in the morning.

b) They arrived home in the evenins.

"In" is normally used to show a period of time

I want you in my office in an hour's time.

Other examples: in the moming, in ayear, in two days, in a second

c) By mid-moming we had finished ploughing the fields.

"By" is used when the exact time is not mentioned.

By six o'clock they had mended the puncture.

Other exampies: by one o'clock, by night, by eleven o'clock.
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d) She broke her leg during the race.

Women should eat good food during pregnancy.

"During" is used to show that something happens while something or an event is

taking place.

"During the race," "during pregnancy."

,M:.€ ACTIVITY

Put ttre correct preposition from the box in the blank spaces below:

l.

2.

3.

...the end of the term he was able to write his name.

You should do your assignment ... the lunch hour.

He finished answering the questions ........thirty minutes.

4. My mother finishes work . .. ..... 5:30 p.m. sharp.

5. They could not walk properly ....evening because they were tired.

@
l.

2.

3.

4.

5.

ANSWERS

bylat

during

in

at

by

I

8t, in, during, by

1: languqe



Complete the sentences by using the prepositions in the box.

l.

2. The visiting team arrived ... ... ...good time for the match.

3. Angela's family has its dinner ., 7 o,clock every day.

4. Pupils should be quiet ..an examination.

Check your answers at the end of the unit.

In this lesSon you learnt how to correctly use the prepositions

"onr" and "during."

of time "atr" "inr" "byr"

4:

EXERCISE 1W

tt, in, during, by

@
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LESSON

PREPOSITIONS OF MOVEMENT

INTRODUCT!ON

From prepositions of time we move on to prepositions of movement. In this lesson you

will learn how to use "backwards," "towards," "from," "round," "past", "backwards" and
ttto",

By the end of the lesson you should be able to:

usg "towardsr" "fromr" "roundr" "past,"'oto,'''backwards"

correctly.

a) They ran towards the river to fetch some water.

"Towards" means in the direction of something.

*

b)

c)

d)

e)

0

She r.vas coming from the market when I met her.

"From" gives the idea of moving away from somewhere.

They went round the hut looking for the snake

'oRound" gives the idea of moving in a circle.

They went past the cattle kraal.

"'Past" gives the idea of leaving something behind as you proceed.

The terrorists were forced to move backwards by the army soldiers.

"Backwards" gives the idea of reversing; going back; returning to the past.

The student walked to the school early in the morning.
"To" gives the idea of nroving from one place to another.
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.ffiL€ AcTlvlw

Complete the sentences using the prepositions in the box below.

1. They went . ....the bend to where he had left his car.

2. Judith was coming ......Zambia where she had gone to attend a workshop.

3. The pilot flew ........our village on his way to Mozambique.

4. He pointed his finger .......the hot sun.

ANSWERS

3.

4. towards

towards, past, from, round

4:

@
1
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EXERCISE 2
' ..J,,.*\.. .._4j4tu4,, ,r.4i.':__J_rr ,_-..

Fill in the blanks using prepositions in the box below.

l. I moved. ..the shop window to look at the clothes on display.

2. He ran. .....the defender and scored a goal.

They are coming home . .. .. . .. ..school.

They were.walking..........the church when I met them.

They followed the wounded buck... ... ....the anthill.

The striker kicked the ball . . ....the goal mouth . .

I walked .. . . ....the entrance and had to come back again.'

She walked . ... . . ..the shop looking for something to buy.

@ Check yattr ansy,ers at the end of the unit.

"lo" to show movement.

: ,.
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LESSON PREPOSITIONS OF PLACE

INTRODUCTION

In this lesson we will look at prepositions which show the position of a thing or the place

to which a person or thing is going.

OBJECTIVE

By the end of the lesson you should be able to:

fur. prepositlons of place.

Prepositions of place give you the idea of the place of activity. Some of the

pfepOSitiOnS Of plaCe afe "in," "at," "On," "algng," "betweenr" "among,"'t'Undef'"

A. In the tirst part of this lesson'we will look at these prepositions of place:

into, onto, inside, outside, along, under

Daniel jumped into the river.

"lnto" gives the idea of being inside or being covered by something, such as

liquid.

b) The dnrnkard fell onto the flowers.

"Onto" gives the idea of being on something.

c) They got inside the cave to shelter from the rains'

..Inside" gives the idea of entering into ro*rthing where there is spase:

ineide the hut, inside the classroom.

a)
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d) George, go outside and bring in the firewood"

"Outside" is the opposite of inside, giving the idea of leaving the inside.

He built a fence along the road.

"Along" gives the idea of going parallel to, with, or following the length.

She buried her treasure under the ground.

"trJnder" gives the idea of being below something.

e)

,ffi.t.€ AcTtvtTY

along
inside
onto
under
outside
into

@ ANSrrvERs

0

Fill in the blanks using the prepositions in the box below.

onto, inside, into, along, under, outside

Father walked ..the river looking for his stray ox.

Teeth are found ...the mouth.

The tree fell ... ...the car.

The travellers rested ........the huge Msasa tree.

The sun was shining brightly ..the door.

Mary dipped her finger .. " ...the soup.

l.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

l.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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Fill in the blanks using the prepositions in the box below.

The rneat fell from the pan .....the fire.

Angela went . ......the table greeting her friends.
After weeding the fierd, the children went . .. . . ...the hut for lunch.
The injured player went ...... the roa<i limping.
The old man was sitting .....the hut.

The bee flew. . . ..... his head and stung him.

In the second part of this resson we wil rook at the foilowing prepositions of
place:

a) The Pope arrived in Harare yesterday.

"In" gives you the ideaof being anyrvhere within the prace named, not an
exact place, for example: in Malawi, in Zambia, in his home,

under, outside

inside, along,into,

below, against.in, among,otr, between, over,

EXERCISE 3*W%"w*,w@4h@aM

The boy found ants .the fig.

l.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

@ Check your onswers at the end of the unit.

B.
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b)

c)

e)

d)

At the Harare workshop the writers agreed to help each other.

"At" is used in reference to a place or an event, such as at his house, at her

workplace, at school, etc. "At" gives you the idea of an exact place; for

exarnple, at nurnber 56 Danga Street.

Put the fbod on the tabie.

"On" refers to the top.

The fwins shared the gifts between themselves"

"Between" is used to refer to n4,o things oniy.

The filrn star was sifiing among the ordinary peopie.

"Arnong" is used to refer to more than two liiings.

The helicopter flew over their heads.

"O-v-er" gives the idea of being on top but not touching or in contact with

anythin'g.

He iives on the floor below me.

"Below" gives the idea of being under or iower than something.

She was leaning against the wall.

"Agari.rsf'gives the idea of resting on something, making contact or

togching

f)

s)

h)

T
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Nlh-

cdffi,L.<T ACTIVITY

Fill in the blanks using the prepositions in the box below

ilt, on, among, over, below, in,

between, against

l.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

The builder asked John to put the ladder ....the wal!.
The second writer's workshop was held.. .. . Andrew,s Motel

....Zambia.

when the bus arrived ....the city the conductor coilected ail the
tickets.

My daughter is ... ...the best students.

The distance . .. .. . ... ....the two cities is great.

His office is .......mine.

The swaim of bees flew .......the patch of dry land.

The children were carrying the buckets of water. ...their heads.

ANSWERS

2.

against

at in

in

among

between

below

over

on

J

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.
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7.

I

EXERCISE 4
-4t\.i&qr*$$*$$eq+s.N;sww-

Fatriek's name was .those who were going to Botswana.

The striker kieked the ball...... ....the goal and into the crowd.

Br:xers are not allowed to beat each other .the belt because it is

A

dangerous.

The farnily was relaxing ......... home ..'the sitting room.

The class was asked to choose. . . ...visiting Kariba and the'Victoria

Falls.

The policernan was leaning ........the tree.

The bride was wearing a beautiful veil ' '...her face.

Father rvas earrying a bucket of rnaize ........the bicycle carrier.

5

Checkyowr answers ut the end *f the unit.

Igt this lesson you lcarnt hcw to use prepositions of place in se:ttences. Prepositions of

plaee give you tlie idea oithe piace of activity.

ffi
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Fill in iire blanks using the prepositicns in the box below.

at, on, among, over, below, in. between against
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SUTffiMARY

The preposrtions we have looked at in this unit are not all the prepositiorrs avaiiable in the

English Languaee. These are only samples. There are many more and you rvill meet these

as you continue with your studies. You need to research the other prepositions available.

in this unit you learnt how to use prepositions of time, movement, direction and place to

complete sentences. Prepositions of direction and movement cannot be easily separated,

which is why they have been put in one lesson. I hope you noted how the use of a

particuiar preposition changes the meaning of a sentence. Prepositions are at times

difficult to use because the difference in some of their meanings is very small. So, you

neeei to be r ery careful when you are usrng prepositions.
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@
ANSWERS

EXERCISE 1

1. bv
2. in
3. at
4, during
5. during

EXERCISE 2

l.
2.

3.

4.

5,
6.

7,

8.

past

towards
ti"orn
towards
round
towards
past

round

EXERCISE 3

l. onto
2. along
3, into
4. along
5. insrde
6. onto
7. into
L inside
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EXERCISE 4

l.
2.
3.

4.
5.

6.
7.

8.

among
over
below
at in
between
against
over
on
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