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iii;;;i liberation' For we fann
i;; ; natural ai*tt"t io t"utt''" 

;rJn:i,lr"fJ""dl3;i;'";d.t"i; become awarc of the

Nor can *" tniti" tT"iiouit* ui'd regard this as

willrcf Gooio 
ot done in this-respect? Perhaps

*, ;p;rv .* -,fr;.-lli,*:Ja " +il.'t?lfllrj
:}|i;Jt#rol?iir*'Ii' uuout roui'frerequisites

development t p""pit' ruta' good policy; ano gr
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leadership. And then assures of conditions of
s*stained growth: hard work and inteligent utiliiation
of what we have at our disposal.r
- . However, we shall have io talk about ..good 

leader_
*ip" here because it is relevant to the Topi" ;;d;,
discussion. A good and examplary lead'irshlp 

-ls
tooked upon as a springboard exerting soft hammer
blows as an answer to the predicament of applying thewhip. If it finds acceptaice within tt,. gioJp; ih;
1n.lu.T the group feeli duty bound to lacrit'e rtri,ir
rndrvrdual interests for what is common good, our lives
w,ill eventually be shaped in light of socialist nor*r_
our end target.

If we want to liberate ourselves, we must resDect*hat the^society has opted for as the basis for act'ion.
tv.ery rntbrmation must be derived and reflected into
this base. Therefore all our media organs must also
respect this base. For their proper role is nourished
:) .l|e commlnity in whose inter'est they are to s"ire.
Far]1ng to realize this our mass-media wiil be alienating
Ltself from the people. Hence the controt of mais'_:edja under the -people's elected government in a
ilgqpt action to fight against this seiming alienation.
\11 those who are fortunate are called up;n t;;;;ari_
:ute what they know so that it is shared bv oui iess
..-rtunate fellows. For knowledge is no 

-lonser 
a

::rriledge of only a few. Each dne of us sfroujJ Uerade accessible to the venue of knowledge without
:.scrimination, be it the use of complicate[ tu"n"un.
-: themes. For our ideological commitment, a5 n6t:;rry.with the saying, "do not wake up those *ho aie
=.1eep".

)\'hrJg waiting for the fortunate to take the lead,.: should not mean that the others should ..-iin:.ssive. Mass media should penetrate to reach the
:rnurron man for whom it is also intended. to s..re.
3r-, inciting and evoking him with the right li"a ,i
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food for thought, though he might not know how to
read or write. he can equally contribute in the liberation
ahead of us.

This is pertinent to adult education. For one aim of
adult education is to shake off ourselves from the state
of "resignation" in order to break the cacoon of
ignorance. There are various ways to realise this.
And the radio together with our newspapers can play
a vital role. Radio transends illiteracy barrier.
Therefore feeding it with "trailer" like "Mziwanda
Wangu" (My first-born child) or the "Simba" (the
lion) alot of creditable work can be accomplished to
sell complex ideas needing big written volumes for
our illiterates to comprehend.to

The "Mziwanda Wangu" trailer does provide us
with food for thought aimed at evoking a sense dedi-
cation to work. For hard work is one of our politicies
in order to become what we are called upon as
Tanzanians worthy the name. [t is a big disease if we
shun away from 

-work. 
This traiter piovokes linear

and cyclic thinking. This is adult education for
relevancy both for the literates and illiterates. One
might occupy ones mind about the tender love shown
by the lamenting mother. Or one might blame the
malingering father for causing the trouble. Perhaps
one might think about this in terms of a lazy person
irrespective of sex who shuns away from work.
Perhaps a father might dislike the whole idea because
it touches him. He might, on the other hand, like the
idea because it does not concern him. but curse those
unto whom the cap fits. Lastly one might think this
is light of this complex analysis.

The other "trailer" that of the "Roaring Lion"
illustrates precisely the concept of capitalism and its
effects. This is flashed on the air for a short time but
the meaning becomes more clear than say big volumes
written on the same.
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Newspapers can also play an important role in
this field. For example the UhurulMzalendo have the
Chakubanga-Bushiri-Polo series which depicts some
of the current episodes happening amongst us. They
happen in our capacities as officials and in our ordinary
daily lives and how they are seen or interpreted by the
common man. Whether or not we take this series
seriously, yet there is much to be learned. The prob-
lem is left with us in deriving the right kind of lesson
to shape our behaviour. Are we just left with nothing
but amusement?

Both the radio and the newspapers have been
utilised in national campaigns which, through group
discussions, people of different literacy levels have been
able to come together and hear, and discuss what has
been focused. In this way mass media is a very impor-
tant "gatherer'o of the people for specific $urpose.
This does not only confine itself to such campaighs,
but also other news item generated by our mass media.
While succeeding to bring the information to the
people, mass media prompts us for immediate reaction
to what we hear or read.

In order for the mass media to perform its role
properly, there is a need to re-socializ-e our journalists
too in adult education. Their participation in,
S&y, the National Adult Education Association of
Tanzania, would provide a platform to understand
some of the problems underlying adult education
rativities and how best we could pull resources together
ul order to conquer these incumbent problems. 

- 
This

".r"ill come about as the result of re-socializing ourselves
-:r light of new trends in order to control our environ-
nent. For we believe in the liberation of the total man.
T-herefore, adult education has a big role to play in the
:e-socialization process for "the underlying purpose
:,1 education has always been to liberate pebple flom
:le shackles of ignorance and frustration, to further
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their search for truth and liberty ..... 'ani
never before has the time factor become such ar
impelling force"tt
believes strongly
liberation of the

as the case is for Tanzania whicl
that development is nothing
total man.

liberate our people in light of the

lsa

In trying to
education ai,ms and objectives, mass media could

1. For literacy to
important fields:-
be sustained, there

to serve the following

for mass media to provide easy, common
for the neo-literates. Thanks for our
and Kingozi newspapers w
to this effect. Also our

hich have a page
radio has a

of theaimed at gi
rea1lyvocabulary

literacy
to suit

by
this purpose.

providing rich and relevant

2. Taniania like any other country
to the so called develoPing nations, still suffers

86

ving the right usage of some
. Hence, mass media can



4. Mass media should also play a major role in
promoting our cultural and aesthetic values which give
us the right image as Tanzanians. If this is achieved,
we shall not think about ourselves as inferior or
alienated from ourselves. This important factor can
crea,te amongst us a sense of confidence pertinent
to socialist and self-reliant aspirations.

It is tru.e therefore to arrive at the axiom that for
the mass media to realise the above demands, they
must respect the policies we have opted to pursue.
They should also understand the nature of the au.dience
to be served. This audience is very complex. Some,
recause of historical reasons, are still at large illite
:ates and suffering from the abyss of ignorance. But
:he war has been waged against these rampant ills
:acing us. Let us engage ourselves and see. Let us
-:port back our successes and failures in this noble
i ar through the suggestion box, the mass media, for

. rrther mobilization till the enemies are weakened and
'ra11y subdued. Let the banner of working together
,rd sharing what skill and knowledge we have fly high'-,i the betterment of mankind.
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THE STUDY APPROACH TO MASS
EDUCATION

L.H. Grenholm

The overwhelrning majority of Tanzanians live off
lhe land. The rural population is also the poorest in
spite of the fact that the country's main iource of
:ncome is farm products. The education of the
:illions of farmers scattered over a truly vast country
-r the uses of improved farming methods, new high-
.ielding seeds, fertilizers, insecticides, safe storage,

":d economic marketing, is an enormous task. It
":uld require an army of trained instructors and a
::nsely knit communication network. This army and
'.- ise cornmunication lines are not available, will not
: = ar aiiable for a long time.

.{re there, then, any alternatives for the educators ?
, :rere a substitute for the non-existing army of

--::::ultural extension officers? Is there another way
: :he villagers than the dirty-roads and mud-pathsi

---"::e is radio, and one certainly can cornmunicate
---s and facts via the spoken word transmitted to the
- -.) transistor receivers you find in the villages.
: -. :he question is whether unstructured, unorganized
,.=:.ing has any value? How could one measure
- : :I;cts, obtain relevant feed-back from the listeners ?

:.iio listening was organised and a system of
: -aiing the studies could be found surely educators

*.: have a very efficient tool for the dissernination
, :-:rviedge to the rural areas.
.ie Institute of Adult Education has for some time

" _ -. 3\perimenting with the method of study groups.- , . *d.1, groups one could make full use of the
' ' - , ::,*ical merits found in dialogue, discussion

.:: Ihe learners. A logical extension would seem-: : l, supply the study groups with information over
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the radio in addition to printed or cyclostyled materials.
In l97l these combined information in-puts were used
for a rather large-scale campaign, Wakati wa Furaha -a time for rejoicing, that not only aimed at celebrating
the ten first years of independence but at the same time
educate people on the country's policies and develop-
ment pllans. The project, which involved some 20,000
participants, proved very encouraging, and the educators
at once began to discuss the possible future use of the
radio study group approach.

The study group idea
During the Wakati wa Furaha campaign between

1,800 and 2,000 groups had been formed. For the 1973
health Campaign Mtu ni Afya, the need was much
greater, the planners estimated that some 75,000 groups
should be organised. Did nucleae of discussion
groups exist in all places around the country ?

The organizers had first to establish for themselves and
ior the field officers designated to help in recruitment
.i hat conditions should be met by an effective radio
study group. The very core of the study group
;oncept is that of complete equality between the
larticipants. Anyone whg wishes to become a member
should be allowed to, no one member should be
iuperior to the others, there is no teacher, no rigorous
:ules that must be followed. If the essence of a study
:roup is equality, then the traditional, classic village
: --runcil of elders gathered around the fire or in the shade
- I a tree does -not stand up to the requireinents.
True, they are groups for discussion but do members
:r.rticipate on equal terms? Are women for instance
:ien admitted into the circle? Can a youth voice his
. pinion in front of his fathers ? On the other hand,
,:r11, very slight adjustments would be needed to trans-
'rrm these classic palavers into real study groups.
'the terms are accepted women and younger people
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cguld- enter the group, and the traditional arbiter be
the,cltairman, another member, given some training.
could act as the study leader. In the old days th-e

Soup method was.used by villagers for advice, to argui
the suggestions, discuss ihe points, and nnatfv i.i.n
puluql agreement. To thd organizers it 'seemed

logical to mobilise this method Io develop learning
groups.

The group leader
Obviously the assumption that discussion groups are

a wrcespread common custom was correct when u-e

. fh. best way would of course be to have the grorry
leader elected by the group itself. But that ilouli
require that the groups were formed in good tirm
before the actual stuay campaign started. 'This rlas
not the case during the Wakiti iva Furaha campaig:r
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and was true in only a few cases during Mtu ni Afya.
An agency then had to be found that could act on
behalf of the groups in the selection of suitable study
leaders. Fortunately, adult education and health
education, ps well as agricultural education, already
have this structured field organization in operation in
Tanzania. And the extension officers are easily alerted
and eager to cooperate. The field organizations of
the Ministry of National Education and of the Ministry
of Health were mobiltzed and asked to do several
things. They were responsible for the estimation of
the expected number of study groups within their
areas, identffication of the study group leaders, and
organisation of training.

A coordinating committee
The success of the campaign and the method on a

mass scale depends on the support which the idea
receives from a local to national level. In order to gain
rhe full support of the various extension agents and
.rthers in the related adult education ministries, it was
lecessary to involve them in the campaign from the
:eginning. The mechanism which enables this to
--ccur smoothly is the central co-ordinating committee.
lhe National Coordinating Committee is made up
,: representatives of the various ministries and
-:ganisations with interests in the project.
-:-rhe case of Mtu ni Afya the repres,Jnrition from all
-ajor national institutions made it possible to call on
-::- Prime Minister who made severa-l national speeches
:..-ling for support by the extension officers of all
:jstries to thC Mtu ni Afya campaign.

- -rining
Fcr practical reasons the training of group, leaders

- .l follow a staged system of seminars. There are
- .. enough tutors available to conduct training semi-
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nars all the way, so tutor teams will have to train
others to act as tutors at subsequent stages' lhi.c
ixercise, however, must be closely observed in orde:
to avoiil distortion of the central training message-
the role and functions of the radio study group' . I:
has been amazing how little disturbance -occurs d.u1ng

this transfer. AI the very final stage of the training'
the group leaders' seminars at division or ward ler'*-'

the -study group idea was carried across to a mo;:
satisfact6r/degiee. The experience of Mtu ni A$z
does show, thoirgh, that the tiaining part of a campai=
of this charactdr can and should be more refinm-
Firstlv. as has been stated above, the ideal thing woulc
be to 

'have all group leaders elected b.y.-the grouFu

themselves. Thii puis a heavy rcsponsibility- on tht
shoulders of extension staff, e.g. ward adult educatio'r
coordinators, who will have to assist adults villatr
level in the formation of grou.ps. Secondly, soltrre

confusion was observed as to the roles of the group
chairman, the study leader, and in some cases. ra:
secretary. Naturally, it would be adrantegeous if a-I

three could be given basic traini:rg in the study gr9r.,+'

method. This will of course have to be seen againr
the availability of training funds, and time.

In spite o? the fact that participants in semina-
at the various levels will have a different backgrounc
and varying degree of experience in adult educatic-
it is the'feeiingsif the past campaigns that the traini:5
material should be the same all through. One por:l
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prepare the leaders of adult, democratic study forms
is too obvious and will inevitably give the trainees a
muddled picture of what is expected of them. We
do not only learn from our teachers, we all too easily
copy them.

The training seminars should at one point or another
try .tq create a mock meeting. This will help the
participants to realise what kind of problems thai may
crop up. Cassette tape recorders are available dt
most centres, and it is not all too expensive to make
enough tape copies to supply every district with a
number. Most essential is that the printed matter
proposed for. the actual campaign work is ready and
is used {ur1ng the seminais. - The group leaders'
seminars, in-fact-can act as a distribution oilportunity
of material for the groups.

Materials
The study group leaders-or preferably the study
$oup advisors'-manuals should be written in simple
and very straightforward language. There is an
advantage to have the actual study guide parts included
in the textbooks, alongside with suggestions for
activities and points for i.iscussion. ThEie should be
the topic for quite some part of the group leaders'
training, as they constitute the ultimate objective of
the entire exercise. These questions and discussion
points, at the same time, must be phrased in an adult
wg,y, not just simple yes and no matters. This question
of keeping all the material on an adult level certainly is
extremely basic. Educators' recognition of the fact
that age alone does not decide ones capacity to learn
must not be a confession of the mouth only. The
fact that illiterates should, and do, take just as active
3 part in the study group work as the literate members
,:ould not lead the organisors to oversimplify the
::"aterial.
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Radio programmes---frott'-.[Jt 
"ging 

is the 4.q".n9 for identificatic]
rne iistenil;;a-Eua.rJ shoutd be able to identis
itt-"rtJi"ii *itt tt i speakers on the radio, the figur=
in the books. People from the very.same. strau r
iociety as the study participants should speak and ih:i'
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It is so much easier and much more natural for a
farmer in the southern region of Ruvuma to listen to
*a ia."tif, his own prob'lems with those of a farmer
in the lake ?egion of Shinyanga than to the same views
expressed bv -an exoert fr6m -the University Faculty of
M^edicine. 

-(This tilght even have a secondary, ve{
subtle impliiation. It would strengthen the sense of
belonginf to an identical society, create the feeling of
havinE one common nation).

As -has been said beforg the study group method
i:ould provide an equal learning opportunity to all
,rd evdryone. And -although the national language
:ay be rinderstood by all, lie can not assume that all
:,rn follow the rapid-tonfue of a person schooled in
:e everyday jargbn of the coast. The speakery qn
.:e radio, theri, hlve to make an effort to speak clearly
.:d slowiy. The poor radio reception in some parts
: i the corintry should also be accounted for.
: " en if it is tiue, that study groups function quite well
-.:hout access to radio as much attention must be
:' i. to radio scripts and recording quality as to the
:,:rooks. And iadio transmissions to a very high
::::ee decide when the groups will gather, n-ot -only-:utd it be at a time in the day when p-eople fave-- 

'hed or not yet started their ivork, it sholld be a
. - : '* hen peop[e are settled and used to switch on the
-: - for a m6ment of relaxing or attending to- news

- ihe outside world. Close to the news releases,

: :r-t,flS Ieviews or the popular request $usic prog.ra'
- - " *'ould seem idelal.' Mtu iri Afya reveated,

,, - : :refer ," .ii'a"iln fo1 studies in ihe ear\
- -- i *ti,.iiti" trti iiit 

"rternoon 
chosen 9y ttte

-,-.,irt]"w."h";;',tty cfeal indications' that at

- 

* 
,l:.i transmissions a iveek of the some plogramme

" -, ,iLti if ;;;ito reach a m-ajority of.listeners'

:-e reason or the other Monday atternoons
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t;6':gt:it-u*},,mlfiffi

H*l**:tl*j;"T",Uii'"I'1tir-'"i'ul"ins,1e'a
independ'e"trv'Nti L"'vont fil"f";fin:t;1g:
iHi[.i,tr*,;lu#:fi::hl]':fl r"'d^;;'if,;xr]i

*-**ffi5ggPggry
["Tt"lHr#'
*irfIfTr:J*n 

the requirements or a studv campaign

textbook? , r!r!-- ^r ^.rrrrse- is the first one'

Ha*tfi*ffiugl*{ffi
ti""'l".i:fl ry#1}.,:q:f"{tnx':tryJl'rx
it1i1Hlt;Ji"ii,$:iitHi*u"s"tson?#i*
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literacy primers. The only ha1d. and fast rule should

6;iil1 ii ii printeo ut tutgl and-black as an eve of an

,rntruir.a reader 
"un 

iO.niify' The paper must.no-t^be.

nio*sv white, reading light in tropical areas ln very

il;;ii rii"ilt 
"n-o,ret 

"n oito create disturbin g refl ections

;;";Uffi-;;ffi;';;d;: 
-*e 

shourd 6e satisned

it ut tfr" contrait belwbeir printed areas and the paper

is satisfactorY. .'"A;-;;ffiiencea reader welcomes illustr-atiogs'
O"."ins ihe Uooti-trc 

-witl 
first of all look for the

"'i;i"riJ 
'ArJ-ii it unquestionably true, that one

#ffi;"'*r^'i.[ 
't"ot. lt in a thouiand words' 

- 
B]t

#i,#t;;'il ;;;v difficuli to "read"' particularlv

il';';;;irit.*t.-s'ociety' Extreme care should be

d,fr io-it. execution of iine-drawings and the comPg-

"T,t"r'ii'pttoi"?*lri.. 
rltre muit be no. pos,sible

to:"".-of ;*ii"T.;iiunai"g, and the smalleit _detqil

;ffi;;ut.i*a.-liitre text?vs that a farmer tt'oqld
;fri ;h*t-*tttn'*otting in.tht field, the man-in the

oicture must wear"riro..." Picture captions wilt be the

ffi;-i;#^ii;;J' ii"o.'-ri ri+ itte r'eader'.then' thev

;hfud--itll ""u"iiv 
what he'can see in lhe pic!11e'

;;;ili" it" o"t"ilt, draw his attention to the essential

ir1i,i".'iii'iil;il"i.. iu"rtrations could, in fact,

tfiliE" "il 
,h; ,i;;;;;;'v inloimation across with onlv

;;ry"f"* wor$s added. - The P|otg caption sequence'

or comrc stnp' """ia 
Ui utilized witir good-Tj-Yltt'

w" [no* thc popularity the- cheap slgry ,m1gaz'1les
and would try to adapt them for educationat Pyposes
in a mas. **-puGri where the semi.ot non-literate

Itia'v'i*:tti"iprr{ti-"would mo.re readilv "read" the

illustrated pug.t 
"it u,il[t p;i'ted' unfamiliar lines

of letters.
Pictures must not necessryily- appear. i1'th9 

'b^o-9ks
o"fv. Tt ttt ut. giiut educationi'l values in the separate

pictures on port."r-ihl.r, i[o"to not be underestimated.

fi il;;li;'Mil;i Afva organisers were reluctant to
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spenq their scarce funds on poster production. Thev
gave in the wishes of field officers and the sei "f ;iicrude posters that were produced proved to U.-o"ii.
an asset. For one thing, there is nbt much to chbose
from if you want to dec5rate the walls oa; ;;;-il;;
house or a classroom, and educationar posters will
stay .on the walls long after the study s"tsiorri trari
terminated and act ai sound remindLrs of ifr" TeVpoints of the campaign.

Dishibution
Two million study participants in close to 75,000

group-s -means as many places to which the study
material has to be distribulted. And frinitv. irrii'rra,proved to be the gr-eatest difficulty duririg ;ii ih.
c.ampaigns conducteil by the Institute of aaujt Ea".u_tron. Some vital lessons have been learnt from thedistribution operations. First, that the;;t.rdT h;,to be sent out in adequate numbers. Estimates of
stgdy qarticipation musf be very much -oi.-u*"iut.otherfrse there will be grave it oitug", in one ;i;;and.a dislurbing oversulply in andther. iii; iinrrt
number of books, manuals and posters should reich
tFe g-roups _in good condition. 'It ij tt , irrili;[-I"
the charn that counts, books to the one group misht
have to be carried on a bicycle. or on it . t?ual' th'.;,
llg lasjc package shoutd contain just tliit rnanv Uoolr,
manuals- and posters, and protect the content fromrarn and dust.

. The health campaign material was distributed accord-
rng to the assumed nrrmber of _g,roups in the respective
districts and followed a time-tu6'h dru*n up accordinsto distances, available means of t.uniioii, -;;il;
seasons,- and so forth. The responsibilitv of 'eetiini
the books from the district centies 6-i# gilr;;";;:
left to the district ed,cation officers. rrr.v" srrduio'6,paid great respect for their ro*p.trn".'i" ^."iiliii
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this out. Even more than the central organisers
comfortably operating from the capital, they had to use
all their imagination and seize every opportunity to get
the material out in the bush.

Other writers will tell the story about what the 1973
health campaign actually did achieve. Here only some
observations have been presented by a non-professional
in the field of adult education, one who has had the
great privilege to assist to some little extent in
a fascinating mass education scheme. The experielce
has two facels, one is the necessity of detailed planning
and very close cooperation between organisors and
produceis. Every single phqle in the operation must be

blanned, every possible difficulty foreseen and fore-
told stalled if the scheme will succeed.

The other. aspect is the wide scope. .r1{io. study
group camp:ugns open. They are formidable instru-
ilrents for deielopment, for 

-bringing 
about change,

for liberation. Through participation on equal terms
women will be liberate-d flom the domination of men
when they realise that they possess more experience anl
wisdom in some areas thhn the men. The young will
be liberated from the unjust authority of elders when
it is recognised that they possess more recent thcts,
when the-petty learning ihey may t qr. p|*ed up is
supported' by the study- material. Elders, and
ilft6rates will be liberated from the scorn of the better-
schooled when they play just as important a role in this
educational game.- With all its side-effects, the radio
study sroup approach, by raising people's awareness
of t6e iaus6s ahd cures of social problems, might even

help to mature the people politically.
This very "socialist" character of the radio sludy

srouD appioach, however, has other implications.
6n.d a p^eison is'made conscious of his conditions and
the reajons behind them he will realise new needs,
tuirc secondary demands. It is important, then,
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that anv ministry or institution that launches a mass
educati6n campaign is strictly consistent in its policies
and actions. No contradiction between the messages
carried out during the campaign and the physical
activities by its sponsor can be tolerated. If the
educational message is that people should use pro-
phylactic medicine, then drugs must be available-
The changed attitudes among the study participants
are eye openers as well in that they demonstrate what
benefits can be had by education. And, consequently,
a general demand will arise for follow-up activities
foi further education, further preventive or curative
measures. A mass radio study group scheme should
never be seen as an isolated educational effort.
Already at the planning stage the organisers should
try to assess what immediate and long-range follow-
ups that can be anticipated and make preparations
for their realization.

Education is a life-long experience, and the cam-
paigns so far conducted by th9 Institute of Adult
Education and cooperating bodies have very clearly
shown that continuity and permanence must be ensured
for every project. The small circles of men and women
gathered around the radio receiver, turning the- pages
of simple text-books, discu.ssing the issue at stake, are
iust like the first circle in the water when a stone is
"th.ow, into it. They spread over the whole surface,
they involve he entire country.
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OBSTACLES TO INCREASING THE PRODUC-
TION AND USE OF BOOKS
J.P. Mbonde

. ftgrgt.frere are many books written about books,
there i.s still an enormous yawning vacuum to be
filled about books.as a powerful weafon for liberation.
People want to liberat-e themselves-from all sorts of
domination that oppress them politically. economicallv.
educationally and^socially. Fotiiicai'ild ;.;;;i;
independence mean very'little if what is read and
thought continues to be solely or partially controllid
!y outside forces. . When we-talk bf aauit eAucaiion,
the foremost aim should be to liberate mankind from
all kinds of oppression - including oppression through
books.

The most crucial problem after literacy is the
_question of having meaningful readins 'material.
Books, despite--the rapid develo-pment of otfiercf..tiri
means of intellectual- communication. have for ,r,"rn
centuries been the most dependable, convenieni ana
indispensable educational initrument ever devised-bv
man. The book is the basic on which the culture o'fa nation is built. A book, unlike other rn.un, of
communication, does not require any kind of electronic
apparatus in order to enable one to assimilate the
information. It is admitted that audio-visuai ,*-
munication media have satisfied a demand which has
been latent for many years, and that they are ..rrr.nitv
struggling with difficulties to expand and replace- th;
book. But the power that the- book has ai an un-
beatable ally^ in _fashioning man,s thought and his
conquest of freedom cannot be compare-d with anv
other power for never will electric pow^er have as ,rr,r"fi
tbrce as the electricity enclosed in the printed word.
The book is not only a weapon for fibdration Ur.t i,
also a means to help the people, even those living in
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remote areas where there are no modern communica-
tion facilities, live fuller and richer lives. It is through
books that the giant growth of scientific knowledge and
anv other advincenient in technology improves and
diiseminates. The book is the only adequate source-

of all knowledge at all times and is the foundation of
everv sclence.

flo*evet, it is not true to say that every weapon
will equally iender effective results. Thus it would be

unthinkabie to assume that every book serves the
DurDose of liberation. In order for books to become
I oiwerful weapon for liberation there must be books
thit provide ielevant strategies and reinforce the
massei in their continued struggle.- - 

Therefore books must serve as a source of accumu-
lated knowledge and principles of applied techniques
*f,iif, untrain6d minds and hands can explore to be

better informed and increase productivity. Books
cannot be mass produced like radios, television sets,

iuoi-ie.otO.tt: books for liberation must be well-
*fiit.n. These books should be written by talented
patriots, who live with the people and thus know the
il*.aiut" societal needs. 

'In reality even those few

t .t"nt.O sons and daughters of Africa for some reason

oi another deliberatEly deny their responsibilities'
ii i, .st.t tial that steps to ov-ercome this dilemma be

*a4.. The responsible bodies should take the

i.ritiutir. of commissioning capable writers to write'
n"oit.t possible method wbuld'be to organise writing
seminars. In order to achieve the goal of providing
the masses with books that will both satisfy and
liberate them, the cooperation of all writers to con-
tribute meaningful material is needed.----Attt 

orgh n-ot all those writers who will be called

"po"-io 
ffiitt will successfully produce- this. type of

iluGiA, the start must be mad6. 
- 

Actually this type of
*iiting iequires a thorough study and planning'

104



Planning

- plqf,+g is vgry crucial. planning will assist
the individual writers and co-authors -in the same
manner as the educational syllabi help the teachers andf
or specialists to write textbooks for different classes
and levels. Consideration of the following ui.u,
should be made during planning: the content aid form
level of the languagg, stylel presentation, iopG,
methods. of producing inexpensivi books, distribriionetc. What makes- a book a good book in content and
quality is.the.resllt of carefu-i planning combined *iit,
the effective implementation by the friters. fo nave
the plan alone will not help; ii is not worrh anvthinp
if th-e,.plan is -not carried out uJefujii -'

. . Why should there be plqnning? 
- planning would

help avoid overlapping. 
- lf theie are no iational

plans _for_-boo_ks of liberation, it,s quite likely writers
may dyell only on one particular fi6ld and i{nore the
rest. For instance,-almost ell writers may concentrate
on fiction and yet the urgent need is for'books about
f'unctional (practical) material. In other words
planning could certaiily help cLick-*fr.itrri tt. Uoo[
caters to all strata of the people in the societv.If overlapping could be checkid 6y careful planning.
one could reduce the unnecessary expenses spent on
grodu.crirg .similar books. Inde6d, ilanning' would
(certainly) help coordinate the same 

^efforts 
irad.e by

different institutions. Planning would also assist ii
calculating the_-future amourit of production and
consumption. Under the present conditions, plannins
could help devise suitable-methods of distribution sJ
that the books reach the intended audience, the people
to be liberated.

Graded Material
.\e.arly 75 per-cent of the manuscripts submitted to

publishers are refused due to several reisons. Some oi
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so that they enhance and clarify the text. Atl illus-
trations should be pertinent to the main theme. The
illustrations should also be appropriate in content,
proportion, styles and of course up-to-date and
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interesting. If the illustration is a sheer duplicate
oI .th.ings already known it should be omitted. In
a_dditjgn, when introducing new skills, simple ones
should be presented before the more difficujt ones.

Prices of the books
The question of high prices of books must not be

overlooked if our aim is to get books to the masses.
The price of a paperback must correspond to the level
of income of the people. Many people hate,to buy
books and particularly expensive books and thus the
desire for reading books is destroyed. Whether
people^would read more if the books were given to
them free of charge is uncertain. For ho* many
times have I witnessed people haphazardly throwing
lwa-y t-h9 boo\lets given to them during meetings or
book fairs? If the people are not in-the hablt of
reading, they will hardly appreciate a free booklet as
a gesture. Nonetheless the prices of all books, not
only those for liberation must be within the means of
the re-adjng public. Methods for producing reasonably
priced books ought to be devisbd to improve thb
present dilemma.

Why are the prices of books very high even though
the books are poorly produced? The price of a book
is based on the cost of manufacturing. If the cost is
very high the book may be too expensive for the public
for which it was written. Printing materials- have
gone up in prices. The quantity of books to be
printed matters as long as the language is to be an
indigenous one. There is the likelihood of selling
the book at a loss or a very high price. The smallei
the print run, the greater the unit cost, and the higher
the print run, the smaller the unit cost. The cost of
printing one copy of a book is very high becau.se
the copy undergoes all the processes that would have
been used in printing several copies. Producing many
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coDies without estimating the number of the people

;ffi- *itl 
-b; ;tint it is -not only uneconomical but

oublishers risk,
be reduced if the
the prices of

following major

unthinkable.
Most books are

The cost of
at the

a book can
project
books

is subsidised.
are roughly deterrrined by the

factors
(a)

(b)
(c)

(d)

actual cost of manufacturiirg, that is paper,

orintine. and binding;
["ii 

"f'alstribution 
-(including discounts);

Arthor't royalty (10 per cent of the selling

F{Iffi?Jn.r', working expenses (editorial,
artist Dayment, warehousing, transporta-
tion and' other fees);

,ilH

(e) advertising;
ifi publishert surplus (break even)'

tiis Oods not prevent * from waging a.wal against

the hish prices oi books for liberation. At the same

Ii*. ,-orr!-iorrid.rution should be made to the fac{

;ffi li;y ;"blidtion is to be ecoromicallv self-

."o"orti"e. tire puUtished price must be fixed at not
il$'iil;'dhii. ii*., or even more the unit cost of

"ioO".iion 
(paper, printing and binding) and an

Lllo*un.. be-made to distribution -expenses'
In order to beat the rising cost of book productton'

one may not merely decide to. print.a million copies at

i'iirr.l'trr.-pioarr.,5 will remain in the warehouse for a
Io"oi.'oirdii.- This would tie-up and block the births
;f;ii,; d""*. But in the evenf of a book for libera-

il"r,-^ U.trg wanted., ne-gotiation with the authors
i""uiairn tfre reduction of-their remunerations would be

,iiu[-*Xnottt.r equally useful- method would be to
uroia Costly correitions right from. manuscript ltag.e,

+*%iilff 
tl,3lfi 

!,o.ll*,o'oo"'X',.oli'if; 3f;,:l;
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accounting for high prices. For liberation books even
newsprint would suffice.

Habit of reading books
It is true that for most Africans books are not a part

of their lives. For many years to come people will
continue to regard books as only a tool for schools in
disseminating education. People in villages feel more
relaxed listening to radios, a piece of music or a football
match than reading something about football or how
to prevent the spread of malaria.

Education for liberation must put more emphasis
on the continued use of books so that books become
part of the people's daily lives. In the spirit of our
itruggle, shall we produce various relevant books
befo"r"e tire masses create the habit of reading or should
we wait until such time when the majority of the people
have developed the habit of reading books? Actually,
the approaCh should be a concurrent opera.tion when
both aie absent - that is, people are induced to create
the habit of reading books by providing them the books
they want. How- discouraging is the situation that
in ihe most developed countries a fairly large pro-
portion of those who are able to read,.never, or.hardly
6ver, read books. Deploring this situation a

developing country like Tanzania where efforts of
wiping oilt illiteracy are set for an optimal Poigt,
th6 riading habit must be nursed systematically.
Non-readeri form a good percentage of the populatio-n
for various reasons. 

- In Tanzania Mwalimu Julius K.
Nyerere says, "Too often in our-society ? person who
siis down io read is accused of being lazy or being
unsociable. This attitude must change. When we get
a situation where a man and his wife can sit tcgether
in the evening each reading or reading to each other,
and when their children are encouraged to learn out ot
school by reading books which are easily available,
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then we shall have made a big break-through in our

develoPment".
There are many different -kinds of obstacles !9

readins. There aiJ physical obstacles which are said

iI*H"tu"t;J'tt iu'.tt-of time' Undoubtedlv manv

;";G a" 
"91 

telara re-adps as a pastime in the same

wav as watchlng " 
f".iiu"ti iratch'^ However' -a-nother

;;ffiilfir.ui'.1, iu1ig1r., an.excuse with which non-

ile;;;i.;a to oir.ra ihemselves' It is true that our

;;il; ;;; ;i t*"'^""i9goiit'' manual workers and

;ffi;iid;-in'om.ir. 
-tfrir.rorg t^he degree of their

;;;t i'tir.dn.tt w-ould va-rJ: A. farmer spends'mostl;'iiffi'dil!;iil;'frffi' wlen he comes back home

in the evenlng, " 
*ifi not onty depend on the working

il*; ":"[,Jliihiiion. 
U"1 utso'on fhe reader's situation,

the housing .ot Jitioni, t'otnt environment' and the

economic situation'
When *. .ottiaer the association many people

make between ttitooi *oitt books we can easily"see

another reason that p-revents people from reading'

A child ot i**"a[ie'literate-may'acouire a distaste

for reading and ;il"atp-ii attog6ttrer once he leaves

school or graduail?'i,i.".Iai"g an"d writing if the work

ill; didcdt and unrewarding''"'l"n Jih^.i-*uio, problem. i n. 
-devel ooi n s co un trres rs

the lack or *.i^t? ,'4;;tl't uotitt-atspite their

efforts in pt"puting"'f";ptt fd reading books' A

small book turi^iuf"'months.and monihs before it

sees the light and"Jevetui t"o"ttts-or even years uef911

ii-i.uitrii-ihe ;;a;ins public' . This is also true tbr

textbooks fot ..'t'oolil 'Thtt" is a tendency' to lose

ffiffi;';k;ll; ii' th"-book9-are not available' The

oroblem does arise in adult life'.and particularly among

ft;i;;il;;;;TiikJi F'ro'" th'i' readihg skrus

;ffiftil ftk ;fi;ti;" Accordine to observations

made. althouen tlnii"lT,;it ui. ut wliictr reading skills

Iffi"i;Hro"J ,uii$, we c-an establish that the less
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formal schooling received, the earlier it occurs. So in
order to form the habit of reading books it is necessaiy
to create an inviting atmosphere with positive attitudes
towards books right from darly days o? childhood.
, Dlnce mdepjndence, serious changes have taken

place in the life -of the society towarls Ll.iamaa and
K,uiitegemea (Self Reliance) t6rough iaui' .J".ution
tne srtuatron ln this country is graduallv chansins
favourably.. What is..actually ta"tling i; in.-ivp8'"?
good books that will really streng[hen thi"'ir.rd
towards fulfilment of our miision.

Book distribution
Although-there may be a few bookshops, libraries

and mobile book vans, the rural areas wtrere more
thu3. 20 pgr cenr of the poprrlation live, 

-iacl ,*f,
facrlrtres..-At present the textbooks for primary schools
are distributed by Tanzania Elimu Supplies uut ttrere
r:sn't any-.method devised for the distribution of books
tor new literates. Even if the books were ro be bought
by the few bookshops, in most cases the books *oifO
not reach the people very easily because the bookshops
are in towns. The methods of distribution are harin_
pered by the poor communiction networks ttrioueh;ur
the country. It is a fact that most of the bookihops
are rn towns where the people rarely come other thin
for clothes and other goodi. A faimei *t"-i"rliiri
completed- his reading and writing cla.sses in ttrJ viuaee
would find it very haid to be abl6 to afford a boot i3,
ten .shillings. While it is understandable that the
booksellers must earn their living from the sales of
books, they should not be a[o-feA i;-*rit-ip"ilr'"
prices of books to such an extent that they dir.;;rg;
the auyers.. Thiq too_discourages the spidad ;i booi;
to the people- in the villag_es. Ii some t'laces the roadi
are inaccessible during the- 1ai19 and ir i, imptrriUf"
to count on the book mobile library.
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If the people in the villages, particulllly in Ujamaa
villages, were to establish small central libraries-, there
is soire'hope that the books for liberation would reach
the people. Where there are- cooperati-v-e shops . 

or
any 6th6r natural social idea of the use of book g3Jqe-

ring as a weapon for liberating the pe-ople could be

oreiented. embhasised and enbouraged. tf it were

iocially desira'ble and acceptable to try and impress
people by talking about what one has read and what
hew tooi<s are aiailable, then this would automatically
help to encourage the people to buy books. All
branches of the Party and the unions affiliated to it
could cooperate and help distribute books so that they
could rea6h the peopte easily and quickly.

In summary it should be seen that the. problems
connected with the use and production of books are
formidable. But at the sam6 time books are central
to the provision of spontaneous adult education. At
present books provid'e one of the truly revolutionary
inputs into ruri,l life. with the honesi recognition of
th-e problems, the solutions will be clear.
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BOOKS BY THE PEOPLE: A Method of Procuring
Post-Literacy Reading Materials and Capturing Culturd.

S. Malya

The National Adult Education Association of
Tanzania met in 1972 with a view to holding an annual
general meeting to discuss the theme "After Literacy,
What?". At the end of that seminar a number of
resolutions, aimed at looking for ways and means of
securing follow-up reading materials for new-literates,
were passed. One resolution invited members of the
Association to explore the possibility of collecting and
publishing traditional Tanzanian materials which
would help to alleviate the problems of lack of reading
materials for literacy graduates in particular and all
Tanzania in general.

This essay deals with the outcome of an attempt
to implement that resolution. The methodology
employed to collect and record an aspect of Tanzanian
traditional materials witl be presented. Then it will
be shown that, by collecting and rendering such
material in print, a number of other useful functions
w,ere being performed simultaneously and that what
*,as actually involved in this kind of exercise was the
activity of capturing aspects of our culture that are in
funger of vanishing from Tanzania.

Only one aspect of Tanzanian cultural heritage,
namely, traditional stories have been considered in
rhis paper. And yet Tanzania is so rich with varieties
of cultural heritage. There is no doubt at all that if
:hose other varieties were to be gathered, printed and
.l-lustrated in a relatively short time our people would
rave plenty of relevant and readable materials at their
disposal.
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Illiteracy in Tanzania
. - Illiteracy is a forn of oppression in the sense that
tt has been narrowing_the scope of such a large number
of our adults and 

-has been inhibiting t[em from
parlicipating {ully in problem-solving Ind decision-
making situations thaf affect their iery dav-to-dav
existence. It is not by accident that illiteiacy has been
identified as a nationi,l enemy; we are at war with it.
Eradicating illileracy and creating a literacy environ-
ment are two facets of adult education prbsrammes
that are_ being taken seriously. Thus, for Instance,
in its l5th Annual Conferencl TANIJ resolved thai
all institutions must mobilise their resources and ensure
that illiteracy is removed by 1975.1

- Thg oppressive nature of illiteracy in Tanzania and
the seriousness of its impact on our ieopte can be seen
quite vividly. It is estimated thdt there are over
13,000,000 Tanzanians and that out of these 7,000,000
gr9^g{gl-ts, both men and women. The remaining
6,000,000 are l,ouths or children whose ages do noi
exceed l5 years. Over 75 per cent ofthe adults cannot
read or write.z That is to say, over 5,250,000 of our
adult population are illiterate. These.are the people
who form the productive sector of our popuiation-
In order to enlist rheir participation in devel6pment and
ciange they must, in the fiist place, be conscious of
the need to develop and chang6. To enable them to
become aware of these needs there must be a dialogue
between them and the agent of change on what ii is
that must be changed. It is at this stage that literacl
matters as a medium of that dialogue-. (As will *
shown in a later e:ssay, we are not siying [tut p.opU
cannot cause development and changC mErely b-ecausc
they are .unable to read and write. We are siying thar
literacy is a useful tool in causing developmeni and
that it may quicken the processes df development and
change.)
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It is further estimated that out of the 6,000,000
yguths about 3,000,000 are of schooling age. Yet half
of these, that is, over 1,500,000 do not [o to school
at all either because schools are not available near
their homes or schools exist alright side by side with
them but there also exists apathy against schooling.
This means that apart from 5,500,000 illiterate adults
thcre are yet some 1,500,000 youths who are in danger
of entering adulthood without becoming literate.

It is estimated, moreover, that over 90 per cent of
our people live in the rural areas and that in the rural
areas the rate of illiteracy as compared to the rate of
illiteracy in the urban areas-is overwhelming. The
implication here is that the attention of the adutt
educator in attempting to create literacy surroundings
must be focused l-arge-ly in the rural areas.

In addition, it is estimated that as a result of lack
of follow-up reading materials, a large proportion of
adults who knew how to read and write at one time
relapse into illiteracy annually. This poses another
grim challenge to the adult educator.- It calls for
a two-prong attack of the war against illiteracy. As
adults are .being made literate, sound steps must be
taken at the same time to prepare reading materials
which will induce the new-literates to keep bn reading
and remain literate. There will not be a single oi
simple answer to this problem because the number of
adults to be attended is so vast and their tastes for
reading materials are bound to be diverse. Never-
theless, we are convinced that attempts like the one
being presented heredo have something concrete to offer.

Finally, it.is estimated that while the rate o_f illiteracy
among men is over 70 per cent, the rate of illiteracy
among women is over 90 per cent. This is serious,
for these are our home-makers. And homes are
microcosms of the bigger community, the nation.
There is an urgent need to look for something specific
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that.will appeal to_parents and especially to mothers
and housewives so that they may be induced to continue
reading after they have 

-become 
literate. you just

cannot forget about so many mothers and dream of
causing development and change in such a large com-
munity as ours. Their number is so large and their role
so significant that they demand serioui consideration,

From these few facts and figures we can fairly
describe ours as a nation of illiterates. Here is thl
problem to lvhich the adult educator must address
himself in the war against illiteracy. The problem is
how to teach the 3Rs meaningfully and, ai the same
time, prepare follow-up reading materia.ls which will
interest and keeo new literates from falling back into
illiteracy. The issue of finding suitable, reldable and
re]evant reading rnaterials is just as burning as the issue
of teaching the 3R.s meaningfully.:

In attempting to find at least a partial solution
to this problem we turned to materials which belong
to adults themselves. Influenced by ideas and reactioni
against the "banking" concept of education in which,
"the scope of action allowed to students extends only
as far as receiving, filling and storing the deposits,';r
we imagined that such raw materials as traditional
stories can provide a base upon which follow-up
reading materials can be produced through the
participation and involvement of adults. For this
reason,. such materials are likely to appeal to them
more than other materials produced by iomeone else.
So we chose Tanzanian traditional stories and selected
a tentative methodology consisting of seven easy and
distinct steps.

Methodology employed to collect Tanzanian traditional
stories

First, we located tribal elders who had earned
reputations as story-tellers and who, moreover, were
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willins to share those stories with somebody coming

from "outside their tribal grouping'.'"'s'.""frd, 
*.^-uiiit.a and mide-friends with them

i"aiia"uUy. tn the communities we visited' story-

tellers were accorded the respect that is due to
i.u"ir..t.t We int'roduced our-selves as yo-ung

;;;;ii;;; who werel k"ttt to learn from older teachers

and we felt most welcome'*'iiiiid, 
we exchanged views on the 1iqninc1g,e 9r

traditional stories and the importance oI havtng tllgry

;;;;;'a;a p.r*un.nilv. A dale was set 4q'ing.which
;;;;;;11.il rto* ut,i"nd the village would be invited

io Tontribute and participate in a seminar/workshop
on production of reading materlals'"" F;;;il];i,* they c;me we were faced rvith the

nroft".--oi creating air atmosphere that was condusive

[;il_"[ingl flr. elders rhemsetves dictated those

.l"iitit"i. ftt.y- decid'ed, for example'. wh,en ll"v
rvould work, wheh they would go tbr a rva'[k' when tne]'

t;;;ia .ul, uno ,o rotth. In olher words' they decided

tt,L---seneril conduit of the semi,arrworkshop that

iil"14";;;;;";riing materials from their stories

;;i; ru'";dit-un tfi.v themselves elected' Th,is

;#;"; Jp"ii 
-u"ttr 

their language and Kiswahili

fluently.-"Fiith, 
before tape recording the stories rve discussed

.'roein the imooiiince of hiving stories and other

ir-Jiii"*t materials recorded. Emphasis. was put.on

;il-i;;;ih"i *. ao ,"rhave sufficient reading materials

.ri^irr.iirders wiie in a position to provide us with

such materials; 
"til 1i;'mut*iutt contained values

"hfiU-*orld 
s6on-dirupp.ur if we did not write them

before the old teachers died'--'-si*tii,- t;h.r;;s 
-;;' 

done before the actual

,.o. il.6tdine. Tlils was ment to enable the -elders
,;L;;11" t[.^iioti* and be as fluent as possible',-" -serenttr 

and finally, the stories were recorded ln
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an Uher tape-recorder. When one elder- completed
a stoiv. it was played back immediately, first to giv.e

room-for correction, if any; secondly-, to.amrrse.att
oarticipants-for participants derived fun in heartng

il;i.--Iil- voicei from the tape-recorder. Hqving
irud.A the tapes with stories, we' thanked the elders

unO uirirt.d them to return home. Their chairman
iemainia witfr us to help in translating the stories

into Kiswahili."'ifr.-t"pii-*itt U. preserved in the archives as the

nrti'i;ao.[*enti;' regirding the production of follo.

-uD reading mateiials from Tanzanian own rau'

-utlriuit 
-un? by Tanzanian adults themselves'

end.
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- Th9n, the first typescript was stencillod. It was
here that printing actfally liegan. The very first page
of the-rough typescript was typed on the right-hand
side of the first stencil; on the left-hand side of the
same stencil was typed the very last page of the rough
typescript. At this stage, the first stencil had the first
and the last pages of the booklet in the making. The
pages which followed the first and the last page were
then typed on subsequent stencils in such a manner
that the middle pages of the rough typescript. were
typed last.

Finally, the typed stencils were numbered and
duplicated according to the number of booklets
required; the duplicated papers were arranged
according to the pages: they were then put in covers,
stapled and trimmed. In this way adults' own reading
materials were born! Could this be an instance in
which the participants had "said their own words and
named the world" thereby making a tiny but significant
move away from the "culture of silence ?"n

Problems encountered
The problems we ran into in collecting and printing

ihese materials included travelling long distances in
crder to meet and befriend sometimes only one elder
:n an entire village who was reputed as a story-teller anci
"rho was willing to part with stories he had stored in
,:is head for so long.

On several occasions it was not easy to convince
:Lders to leave their homes in order to be involved in
ris type of seminar/workshop.

Despite excellent work done by the chairmen ol'
rese seminars/workshops and in spite of the fact that
.3y were elected chairmen because they were able to
:eak fluently both the la.nguages of th*ir fellow-

::rticipants and Kiswahili. it was not always ea.sy
find exact translations of the origina,l texts. We
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were more concernd with meanings of whole
and whole Phrases than we were concerned

at

PossibiHties of Publishing the Booklets into Books

Relevance and readabilitY----On. 
.tiiicism levetled against a number ol'

which are available at present is that they do not
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to our adults; their contents are irrelevant. Another
criticism is that they are more suitable for the youths;
they are childish. Materials produced from such raw
maierials as traditional stories ought to be relevant
because, first of all, they have been produced Qy tle
adults ihemselves. Secondly their contents will be
based on the culture of our people" As to readability,
a lot will depend on how they aG written and edited.

Considei the materials produced so far. These
stories are brief. They appeal to people who are not
used to reading for a long [ime. Even for people who
are used to leading for many hours, they still
offer the kind of maierial one can read as one waits
for the bus or as one is in a queue waiting for his turn
to see a doctor in a hospital or buying envelopes at
the post-office.

ihe stories have been written in Kiswahili. Most
of our adults understand Kiswahili even if they cannot
speak it fluently. Through thi! language a re-ader

interested in finding out something about the culture
of Wanyamwezi oiWasukuma can do so--!V reading
these stories even though he cannot speak Kinyamwezi
or Kisukuma.

The stories have humour wirich oar( be appreciated
by those who are fanailiar with the culture of Tanzania.

There is More than merely Produeimg Follow-up R'eading
foIaterials

Thus far we have discussed the production of these
rnaterials as a solution to the problern, After Literacy,
What next? But the exercise of gathering and printing
such nnaterials as traditional stories involves more than
iust orocurine reading nnaterials." Iri the first-place, ii such rnateriais is contained the
twe of educati6n that our forefathers practised. There
ar'e learning and teaching sitr.lations- which,,if we are
prepared td study, we may even find from them ways

l2l



of,serving our adults better as adult educators. Bvcollecting and printir]B these -"t..iiii ;;-#;, ,i'f#Cperpetuating adult education as ii was known b; ;;;;rorerunners onlv that it was not 1.."o.d.d' i,iaformalised. perfiap^s this is un uilu where researchshould be done tohnd 9ut1o* truaitiorui;,i;;i;;
can be used to hetp an adult .Au.utJ, toaay to Oe;;;effective. I

Finally, Tanzania is a
tical independence there
One of th-e tasks facing us

young nation; before
were only so
is to shafe the
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nation.
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TI{E ROLE OF LIBRARIES IN POST LITERACY
ADULT EDUCATION

Ezekiel E. Kaungamno

Hikhil Ranjan Roy has pointed out that "for
the purposes of census enumeration in India ability to
write a simple letter or message and to read the same is
considered to be a person's qualification for bein-e
counted as literate". However, he realizes that "thi
value of such nominal literacy is highly dubious for all
practical purposes. The ability to-just scribble one's
name,.and to stammer through a school primer does
not take one lar enough. The doubtful signature of a
border-line literate is much less reliable than his thumb
impression which cannot be copied."r

Libr*y
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This kind of neo-literate person is not very useful
to society as he has only mastered the technique of
reading and writing but he has not attaine_d q qt4Se
beyond possibilities of regression. Ora Grebelskyz
points orit that illiteracy and literacy are two ends _of
a continuum. The whole contiouum consists of the
following stages:

(a) Complete illiteracy-The person is unable to read
at all.

(b) low-level literacy-He is able to read at.grade
levels I -4. He is barely able to contend with
the adult reading material available. Often he

dis-integrates to -complete illiteracy because of
lack of use and Practice.

(c) partial literacy-He is able to read.at grade levels
S-0. He is j:ust able to read essential information
for daily tiving. He acquires 'rapid progress but
regression ma! take place whe.g opportunities for
exlensive reading are not available.

(d) variable literacyl11e. is able to- read many kinds
of materials at- a variety of levels.

(e) Complete literacy-He- comprehends. at. a high
level^includine the ability to read critically.

According to -UNESCO, u9-eful literacy .should
"help men aid womelr to live fuller and nicher lives in
actiuitment to the changing environment, -to develop
th6 best element in theiiculture, and to achieve social
and econornic progress which wiil enable them to take
their place in^thirnodern world."3 In other words
what is needed is functional literacy which relates
iiteracv to solving work problems and the up-grading.
:f the quality of- manpower available for social and
economic develoPment.

Literacy is vital to any country's development.
Thus as a-result of the Worid Congress of Ministers
oi Education on the Eradication of Illiteracy held in

Izs



Teheran in 1965 t[e_c_o1c_ept of functional [iteracy was
adopted and UNESCO/UNDP supported func[ional
literacy projects were later estabtished in several
countries, Tanzania being among them.

In 1968 a Literacy Project was started in four
regions around the southern end of Lake Victoria
(West I ake, Mry1qza, Shinyanga and Mara), an
economic zone which is important especially for the
production of cotton and cbffee, bananas and for a
fishing industry. The objectives of this on-going
prolect are:+

(a) To teach the people to read, to write and to solve
simple problems in arithmetic.

(b) To 
-raise their level of instruction to the equivalent

of full primary school.
(e) To help them apply the new knowledge and skills

to solve their basic economic, social and cultural
problems.

(d) To prepare_them for a more efficient participation
in the development of their country.

(e) To integrate the adult literacy and adult education
prggramme with the general agricultural and
industrial development of the country.(f) To provide the necessary reading materials, to
impart the knowledge of communi[y and personal
hygiene, nutrition, childcare, etc. which witt hetp
improve family and community life providin!
opportunity of continuing education and avoiding
relapse into illiteracy."
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in social and economic development of the country.
The functions of adult education in Tanzania are:s

(a) to provide education and training for those adu-lts
whb have never had a previous opportunity for
schooling,

(b) to teach literacy,
(c) to provide political education for all citizens,
(d) to provide leadership training,
(e) to plovide vocational educationfor p_rimary school' 

anii secondary school leavers and adults,
(f) to provide supplementary formal education to

adults, and
(g) to provide instruction for adults with special

interests.
What then is the role of libraries with regard to

post literacy adult education ? The answer is straight
forward. Libraries are supposed to provide follow up
reading material so that heo-literates do not- relapse
into illiteracy. A public libra.ry service playl an
indispensable part in any progressive educational
systein. It is particularly essential for the success of
any literacy campaign and the adult education pro-
gramme in general. -Ideally before a literacy c_ampaign
Is started, there must be a sufficient stlpply of suitable
reading material. Starting a campaign without
adequite and suitable follow-up material is in fact
putting the cart before the horse. No wonder Pqqy
iiteracy campaigns have failed for lack of suitable
reading mateiiaf for "low-level" and "pattial" literates.

Wliat role is the Tanganyika Library Service playiqg
in oost-literacv education ? With the enaction of the
Tanganyika Library Service Board Act of 1963,
the Boird has been given the responsibility of pro-
moting, establishing,- equipping, managing, main-
tainin!.and developing libraiies in mainland Tanzania.

Wf,en Presideni Julius K. Nyerere officially opened
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Service
An urban service has been started u:--

National Central in Dar es Salaarn ..

Urban

headquarters
and lending

Itisa or public
service for adults and

a central pply unit and a
advisory
National
Salaam
libraries rn up-country

branch libraries in every region. The
towns. The Board

to build
[braries act as bases for the operation ofl
libraries which are able to serve rural reade:-s
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book processing and su
service. The library
Library is the regiorial
Region. There are a

!

the Headquarters of the Tanganyika Librarv Sen: =on 9th December 1967, he -streised that ithe :-1,
importance to our nation of the National C.n.-"
Library derives from the fact that it is the h"U-oi::*
w.!eel, from which spokes will reach out to tor.ns j_:xLi
villages throughout mainland Tanzania.,,6

^ It is appropriate here to give a brief overall acc-- _:lof the services offgr.ed by the Tanganyika Li::_-
Service. The Board has bi:en very m[ch'p..-o..*,i
with the ways and means of providing libiarv la*:*
throlglout the country. In 

^a 
countrj, with in a::r l,r

363,6?8.sq. mi. and over 14,000,000 peopl. undlrl-,*
population density is only about 34 pdrsons pe: ft;
mile, this is a Herculean job.
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scattered populations and can carry their ^"roving
bookstocki' to remote places which are very far from
the nearest branch library. If mobile units are to be

effective it is absolutely essential to base them on
static libraries from which they can draw supplies and
replenish their bookstocks and which can--provide
working and support facilities for the staff' However,
for relsons eiplained above it is important .to
remember that static village libraries in ruial libraries
cannot be established 'en masse' without bases or
csntres. The system just cannot work as they cannot
be conveniently and efficiently administered.

Postal Library Service
Books are ient by mail to people who live in places

without library faciiities in mainland Tanzania. The
service is free bf charge in that postage for books both
ways is paid for by the Tanganyika I jbrary-Sslvige and
the reader has orily to pay a deposit of Shs. -10/-- for
each book borrow6d. ihis money is refunded to him
if he ceases to use the service or if he moves to a place
where there are library facilities.

The Book - Box Exchange Service
Collections of books are offered ffee of charge on

loan to villages, particularly Ujamaa Villages, anq
institutions sulch'ai Community Centres, prisons and
clubs which do not have library facilities.

The School LibrarY Service
At the National-Central Library there is a depart-

ment whose main job is to organize and raise the
standard of secondarv school libraries. The lollowing
means and ways ar6 being used to develop school
libraries:
(a) In the field of teacher/librarian training a number

of short courses have been organized and more
are planned.
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(b) 
ffii"u.rHu$,* t[3"t",*1Hfl'j": %",^3]il

$#'"'.%ili1.[i{"tii*.;ii:Ttf :iiii{
intends to 

"iitnO 
the service to more reglons

*tin f"nds are avqr-I-able'

(c) Yf,t;#,t#"31i,,','lJT'n.ff?T:3iiir:t^?!!!
ui.^A"U"t;d by a mobile librarv to schoots tn

the three tt!i"it-tr'"t 'iio*inn 
ihe teachers to

choose u"Jit"t"i;;;[ f"t the"ir schoots' The

visits u,t p-tunntd to ensure" that the cotlections

are kept i"'i""ilt"""diiion U" iniection of fresh

titles and ,i€ ffi#ntt tTu tthoirl mobile libra-

rian who ;i';;;ft*ional advise on the spot

(d) 
-Sp."i"t 

Lif,rary 
-Development

lncreastng" tufit are b6ing^ made on the stai:

of the ru"giilviltu*Liuiuiv"service fo r assistance

with the "ig'tii'"iion 
of iibraries in governmer:

deoartment!.'unO- tpttiutitl institutions' llr'
;;J#';'r-Jh; r;;g;;tid LibrarY Service a::

therefore ""fftO-"fr"n'from 
time to time to- grr':

;;;f;i;'"1^--uouitt . 
ald whenever possrr':

librarians itt-ittlnO"O to these institutior-'

In many tittt til;i'ff' of. the institutions ;-r:

attached iJ"i[t*Nutional. Central Library i;;
short attitti-v"in-tti'ite courses on hcr*

io organize libraries'
S*ii^ii,?"U'rt*t [i*t Uttl. encountered 1" '-t"^:e

*rii ;;;-pi; ;ith" "rouitt 
tibraries' Most ot '-r'

readers are not time-conscious' Though bookmrcrt'-c

trv to visit the J;;;d*t at the same time every t$ u- 'rr

#i:,J',ff 
'#;*?li'J"'8?':#B,Tl'?'#:'i"J;#

Most of the ,.fAir. cannot c-o.mplete the registra:':c'

i;#, p:topt'iv't*tt"-*otite li br-a rian s hav e t he r E: :c
to help them .o*pftit^iii" iot*t to avoid spoiling amu
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to save time. As rural people are mobile it is some-
rimes difficult in some places to get the books returned
rrrl time especially during harvesting aqd fish!9g
seasons. In- the case of one rural area the mobile
staff have been forced to tearn a vennacular language
rn order to create good public relations and avoid
nisunderstandings. It is interesting to nqte that
rhough the ruial people in this particular . area
undeistand Kiswahili-they do not want to speak it and
'+'ould rather reply back, if asked, in a vernacular
r.nsuase than in Kiswahili.

lerfiap* one of the biggest problems facing the rual
-ibrary service and the aclult education prog-ramme in
eeneral is lack of suitable reading material for new
Iiterates. There are only about 700-800 titles in
Kiswahili, the lingua-franca. Most of the books are
oamphlet-like, limited in their subject coverage.and
ilemintary in treatment. The mobile libraries have
now been-in operation for several years and as a result
nost of the bboks have been read. There is a great
demand for more books in Kiswahili and preferably
more advanced ones.

Coupled with lack of suitable reading material is
lhe aooirent lack of motivation on the readers. Many
:f thim do not know why they should read books and
ask what they will get after they have read the books.
"Are we soine to eJt office iobs?" Some of them ask.
Thus one" of-the -biggest challenge to mobile library
ruf ir not only to [iovide readers with suitable and
adequate booki but also to convince readers why
rhev should read.

Wtiut is to be done? The publication of books
.nA oitrer reading material is not the responsibility
oi liUraries alone] The work involves all those who
ir. .ori.rned with adutt literacy e.g. planners of
literacy campaigns, titeracy teachers, authors, printers,
publishers etc.
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,The Tang?r-ryi\a Jibrary Service is promoting rhe
publicatiol of.books by guaranteeing a market foine".
books. This is made_poisible throulh the purchase of
multiple copies which are distribuled to'all service
points in the country.

As an interim measure suitable titles in foreisn
languages should be translated into Kiswahili. Hoi-
ever, a lot 

. 
of th-e books need extensive editing and

re-writing, il order to adopt them to the Tanzl.niar
cultural environment. On 

-trying to select titles fc:
translation some of the follbwing drawbacks hai:
been encountered:
(a) Some of the books are a bit too out of dare a:.:

colonial-minded to make them suitable t.-:
translation in present Tanzania.(b) Many of them need to be edited and re-ririr::
extensively.(c) A lot of them are too complicated in str [e =-,:need simplification.

A11 this means that a lot of work has to be c: *n
before translation is done. It also means there mu_.. :m
qualified people to do the job !

Because of the greatest demand for bot r;i. !,,-
p{e_sent the translation projects must go hand in .-_i-l,ril
with the publication of-new books. Here asair, -- 3.r
are problerns.

Farticipants i1 the Unesco Regional T:, : Lr$
Course on Pubiishing Management wtrlcfr took :,,r',,i
in Nairobi from l4th Augusi to 9th Septembe,. :*
made the following observations regardin_u rl-.= :,,*,rii*
btrems confronting the book trade in Afriia:l. That there is an almost complete abro:,:: 1pI

suitable readirg material for ihe nex -..:.-ru$rmir
emerging frorn the accelerated educatic,r,, ;r---*iu*

grammes in all African Countries. ",,h'r,mmr

rnaterial is mt re available by foreign pu:_l,:urilffil.
it is observee,l ,at these publisheriarL r.:_:ullhr,,
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(a)

(b)

to
for
to coordinate all

machineries
of oks

of the various book

te

professions towards book production, distri-
bution and promotion.

(c) to develop and strengthen the infrastructure of
the book community.

(d) to conduct studies and research on problems
relevant to book development and

(e) to train skilled manpower needed for book
development.

The fact that other countries such as India.
Malaysia, Singapore and the Phillipines have
established Book Development Councils and that
Ceylon, Pakistan, Ghana, Kenya and Nigeria, among
others, intend to establish Book Development Council
reflects the priority to be given to book production.

The establishment of a body of this kind in Tanzanra
at this time is of utmost importance as there are
uncoordinated efforts in the production of books
among ministries, parastatal organizations and other
institutions which has resulted in inefficiency, waste of
manpower and funds.

Now what type of books are needed for librarie:
and particularly for post literacy education ? Gene-
rally speaking people read for pleasure, information.
knowledge and entertainment. But what do ne\r
literates want to read ? Adult neo-literates like anybodl
else usually are interested in matters directly concerning
their daily life and occupations e.g. agriculture, health-
folklore etc. The books must sustain their interesr
and enthusiasm and they must be useful. It can be
generally summarized that any books produced for
post literacy education must fulfill one or several of
the following requirements:
(a) They must promote adult literacy,
(b) They must improve the economic condition of
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the PeoPle,(c) They must improve health and sanitation of
the literates,

(d) They must educate the people for democratic
citizLnship. Unless a person is adequately
educated and enlightened, he remains suceptibte
to propaganda.

c) Lastty the books must enhance culturat, rec-- 
reati6nal and aesthetic activities.

In short the books must induce especially the rural
peorrle to receive new ideas and techniques as well as

iroirote better l"iving and create the-psychology for
iccepting social changes which. y9-u1d obliterate tra-
ditional ltlcial prejudices and inhibitions.

It is therefoie 6ssential that before any books for
new literates are written, research must be conducted
to find out the readers' interests.

A trial-and-error method cannot be adopted as it is

costly. The Tanganyika Libraly Service conducts
research from tinie t-o time to find out what books
people read, and for what reasons. The findings form
i;uidelines for the book selection p-olicy.

Once the reading interests have- been known the
manuscripts must be-evaluated first by'pre-testing and
then by fost-testing. The pre-testing stage is the tim.e

when f'h6 suitabiliti of the manuscript in draft form is
tried on a selected group of people and the n-ece-ssary

revisions made acc-ordingly as a result of feedback
information._-- 

th; p"st-testing stage involves readership surveys. gf
the number and tvbe oT books bought and read and if
possible some rel6arch must be conducted on their
iffect upon social-economic developrnent and so on'
Howevdr it rnust be noted that it is difficult to measure
the impact of reading 

- 
materials especially those

distributed freely. Salei figures appear to be the only
genuine method of evalu-ating the popularity and
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usefulness of books.
Hitherto I have dwelt at lenght on some of the

problems facing the book trade, the publishing industri.
and writers in general. This may appear to be a
degression. But it is not. I hope this background
information will create an awareness of the problerns
which confront libraries. Libraries do not operate
in a vaccum. The provision of suitable material fo:
literates or any other people for that matter by librari*
is very much influenced by externat factors normalir
beyond the control of librarians.

As C. Jeffries has summarized very well in his boolr
entitled llliteracy: a world's problem, "the provision oi
reading material presents a problem in itself of such
magnitude as almost to overshadow the problem c-i
organising teaching illiterates. The publications hare
to be numerous and varied to sustain interest. Ther
have to deal with matters which are relevant to thi
daily lite of the people concerned. They have to be
graded in vocabulary and syntax so readers ma)
progress from the simple to the more sophisticated a:
their reading ability developes. And at all levels thei
rnust be couched in adult, not ohiidish terms.

'oNor is it of any use to produce folLow-up literature".
he continues, "unless itcan be got into the readers hands.
It must be provided in sufficient numbers. It has to be
transported and distributed probably over a wide area
of scattered villages and settlenrents iinked by poor
cornmunications. It has to be made available free of
charge, or at any rate at a nominal price which is
unlikely to bear any reiation to the cost of production
and distribution."a

The provision of follow-up literature in sufficient
ntrmbers and a nation-wide distribution of it, free of
charge, cannot be possible unless there is a well-
organized public library system. With funds at its
disposal the Tanganyika Library Service is trying to
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meet the library needs of the nation.- 
Aft.i all, wliere in a country with 4 small.per capita

income, are the new literates to get their rea'ding

material if not through a free public service'l
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CORRESPONDENCE EDUCATION IN TA
Ren6e F. Erdos.

Socialist policy aims at giving to every
the education he needs to make the most of himself.
Among the many steps Tanzania has taken to
implement this policy is the establishing of a National
Correspondence Institution.

Indigenous correspondence education in Tanzania
began in co-operative training. The National Co-ope-
rative College established in 1963 wrote correspo-
ndence courses to give prospective students the basic
knowledge required to be admitted to the College.
They also prepared correspondence courses to train
the committees and the members to understand their
duties, rights and responsibilities within their society'.
Thus in Co-operative training considerable experience
was gained which led to the conviction "that in a large
country like Tanzania, correspondence instruction
provides relatively cheap means of instruction to cover
a bigger student-body"t

"Relatively cheap means of instruction to cover
a bigger student-body" is, however, not the onll-
advantage of correspondence instruction. Without
requiring the students to have any more complicated
equipment than paper and pen it can reach them
wherever they live. They can study at whatever
time is convenient to them, and can work at their
individual paces. This very flexibilit makes possible
education for many who could not receive it in any
other way.

Having considered the possibilities which corres-
pondence education offered for implementing mass
education the National Advisory Committee on Adult
l. Correspordence Education in Co-operative Training in Tanzania by
G.E. Kagaruki and RY, Mwakatobc published in Correspondence Educatioo
in Africa edited by Antoine Kabwasa and Martin Kaunda, Routledge and Kegar
Paul London and Boston, 1973.
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TANU in four glade{ parts. There is an introductorycourse desi snedfoi tt J n,u.r.r' "i;. rr-u; ;;i ";;' ;ryformal edu-cation 
^b.y"qd Siuoiura 7,.and, indeed,may have had no.for;rii .a"riiiln at ail. For thosey*?rl-"ireached sf*i".0-iirr.r. ii, trri# fi;s.

$[-i,r,.';;;,.?ji,r.t'J'+:,.?,:,.:i"ffi .,rr,,"1#]t;tr
Form I to IV. {h9se;il h;;;completed also stase 3will have covered t6syii;b;'L"in" end of Form-vl.Another course qp#rtty pl"i*a to meet the needsof the masses is the iourse i,iet.*.ntury noo[_t.Liingwhich is written in Ki;;ilfi:""il'-i;'i" [.r], plSiir.both in rurar areas.ano toriri'it r.irp accurate recordsand accourr. il,_ !rrin.r, 

^tr#ru.tiorr. 
For peoolewho want training as profeisionat Accountants, acourse in Accountg"ncy. t r', U".,i^i;ritten for which theentrance qualification-is a F;rm iv c.nint#..^.,. 

.,

Wirh i irdeoe ndel.;, ;?ry"#nagerial and admi n i s_
l111iyr responiib.iliries had i6 u" .ra"rraken bv Tanza-nrans who had t,Ilt 

1ru,,.,tne of *p;;i;;;'in"i,;;';:;-ment and Adminjsrrationl C"";fi;;;tjv.,,*iil,ffi_ndence courses *r,icrr 
- rlli p-.Iuio" rrarnrng at themiddle 1evel of lVla*agem.r, 5ri'Administration in avariety of work -:: b.fis-;j;r;; lnd written. Thesecourses wilr provide in-ieivi.e tiainrng *iiiJii .u,i'T"related ro cin-thejob gip.jr[#J. rrri. is another

3j_yggtase rvhich ihi ii.Iiuiritv"'"r correspondencetrarnrng offers. There 
. is no' n..d 

-;""i";;i#;;
personnel for neriocis of tirne ii", tlr"i, *".t ;;;.ffii;
-!9mes 

to, attend .6;;, 
"i' 

i,uiy"lrl' residential i n stitu-
l,^o1-.,, They. can..srtdy in--tii.ii'o*n homes andco-ordinale rh,:orerical ltudy pieiintea by^;;;;;r#;:
1{egce rvith practic.al srulri Jrl;i,;; from their dditvwork. Indeed their .or.espond;;.; ";;"ili,t ":;il
require from them practicii ;i.*ffi and case studies
l?- b. carried o.rt *itr,ir-iili;';;; experience whichgrves a relevant and practi;al-^";i;; 6-th;# tr"ild:
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In addition to Political Education correspondence
cowses in Kiswahili, English, Mathematics, History,
and Geography were planned to _ provide teacher
education courses for primary school teachers. How-
ever, in l97l Tanzania decided to establish Tanzanian
national Form IV and Form VI Examinations, and to
withdraw recognition from examinations external to
Tanzania. These decisions led to pressure from the
seneral public for the National Correspondence In-
Ititution-to provide secondary education based on the
new Tanzanian Secondary School syllabuses to prepare
adults to sit for Tanzanian Form IV and Form VI
National Examinations. Consequently the Ministry
of National Education decided that the teacher educa-
tion courses should be written on the new Tanzanian
secondary school syllabuses now being designeA by
the Ministry's Curriculum Development Deparment.
Inevitably this means that the orresponde-lce courses
cannot b-e prepared until the Ministry's syllabuses are
approved, but-writers of the National Corresp-ondence
Inititution are working closely with the Ministry's
panels preparing syllabuses.' Conf.ury to ihe 

-general 
betief individual personal

tuition plays an important part in teaching by corres-
ponden6e. 

- 
Every 

-correspondence student is taught
by two people-the teacher who writes the corres-
pbndence course and the teacher who reads, corrects,
i.nd comments on the student's written answers to
questions and problems set upon the study material.

The first step in planning a correspondence course ls
to estimate thelevel of performance which the students
who wilt undertake th6 course have attained, so that
more is not expected of them at the legi-nning. of .the
course than they can achieve. Secondly- the objectives
of the course must be defined in terms oFwhat students
should be able to achieve when they have completed
the course. Then a syllabus is designed to lead

r42



-

students in easy steps from their initial behaviour when
they enter the course to their terminal behaviour when
they comp_lete. As an illustration the attainm"rt, oiu
Standard 7 leaver in Mathematics would be the initial
behaviour of a student entering.a course i, siconoaiy
Mathematics. If this course iimed at brineinn tii-
to the level of the Form IV National Examin"atiSn t i.
terminal behaviour would be the ability to puii it.
Form IV National Examination in Math6matir:s.-- The
syllabrls would include all the topics in Matherruii.,
ir-, tlr. Secondary School syllabus fiom Form i t" f.oi*
IV inclusive.

When a syllabus has been designed a teachins
programme is planned, the topics of"the ,yldb;; ;;;
arranged in units for presentafion which will take the
student tn easy steps from the known to the unknoun

Correspondence teachir,rg has many principles in
common with programmedlnstruction'in its airarn.-
ment For presentation and revision until k,owledge lias
been understood and assimilated.. Within l-,niti,
indeed, there is often some programmed learnine. und
the students work self-check^ tesls and trave immiaiiie
reinforcement by c-onsulting the answers given ut in.
end of the unit. These shoit programmed Exercises are
learning aids which help the. itud'ent to assimilate siep
bV llgp the topic he is dtudying.

When a student has completed the study of the
*lr9l9 topic, or unit, of work, iwo-way communication
wrth hrs pcrsonal tutor is introduced; the student rnust
write answers to questions or problems which he strould
be able to answer, o_r _solve, 

-from 
the knowledge and

skills he has learned from studying the whole" topic
or unit. His written answers ar-e posted to his tutor
who reads them, corrects any errors, and comments
constructively- on his work io give in writing any
further individual tuition he need--s. As each si.rd.ni
is allocated to a tutor who guides his studies from it e
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OCCUPATION

Teaching
Farming
Other Professional
Clerical
Unknown ...
Administration
Other non-professional
Police
Medical officer
Technical ,..

MEN WOMEN TOTALS PERCENT

32.4
t 6.l
6.6
6.5
6.5
5.8
3.3
3.3
3.0
2.5
r.8
t.8
1.8
1.8
1.0
1.9
0.9
0.6
0.7
0.7
0.4

201 r

987
440
418
401
336
207
203
l8l
t38
ll2
103
107
t07
92
60
54
53
47
40
23

6125

291
63

2
l7
l8
8
7
I

t4
I
I
5
0
6
0
4
2
0

.34
0
I

415

120
924
438
401
383
32tl
200
202
161
l3?
lll
lo3
107
l0l
92
56
52
53
t3
40
1''

5650

Messenger ...
Religious Ofhcer
Army
School pupii' ".:

WarderPrison
Accountant
Business
Store-Keeper
Unemployed
National Service
Magistrate...

TOTALS

Lt-

first to the last unit of a course this two-way commLf -

nication between student and tutor is maintalncd
throughout a correspondence course and builds a close

;;;ffi;i-iJutiontliip. Those with experience of
ieachine bv correspondence find that they come to
know t"heii studenti very well as individulls'

And what kind of people study through the National Correspondenc'e

rr,riiiuiion'1"-e'iui"iv 6ii[;ir-diit oiiupiiion. made eighteen months afte

inrotment began revealed the following facts:

This analysis was based on the occupations oI

6-125 studenis who were working correspondenci
courses in May, 1974-eighteen months after enrolmeni
6;A;-il th6' National-Correspondence Institution'
Wffi i,terpieting these findings it should be notec

tfrai at ttris iime ihe only four courses available were .

Political Education, Introductory, releasec

November, 1972 Political Education, Stage l'

TM



released April, 1973 English Stage I, released
November, 1973 Book-keeping, released February
r974.

Of these four courses all are written in Kiswahili except
English. The distribution between occupations will
probably be affected when more courses become
available. For example when the courses in Manage-
ment and Administration and in Accountancy become
available there will be more to interest business and
professional people; when rural courses in such subjects
as the Care of Chickens, Pig Raising and Vegetable
Gardening are written there will be more to interest
village communities. Nevertheless, despite the limited
range of subjects yet available during the infancy of
the National Correspondence Institution, it is intere-
sting to note that 16.l%, that is about one-sixth, of
the correspondence students are engaged in farming.
It is also interesting to note that although such a small
percentage-only 7.7 -of all students are women,
13.3 of the women students are farming.
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The age range of the students of the National
Correspondence Instituion is from under 19 to over
50: 3l \ are between 20 and 24 and 7l/"between 20
and 34.

By May 1974, the number of students who had
completed correspondence courses was 1,229, and
there were 5,817 students enrolled and working courses.
Of this total of 7,046 only 8 /,were in the Dar es Salaam
Region. The remaining 92 "/uwere resident throughout
rural areas, the greatest number being in Mwanza
Region (9%) and Mbeya Region (7.7%).

Regional Distribution of Correspondence Students

Mwanza
Dar es Salaam
Mbeya
lringa
Mara
Shinyanga
Morogoro
Dodoma
West Lake ..
Kilimanjaro
Arusha
Coast
Tabora
Ruvuma
Tanga
Kigoma
Singida
Lindi
Mtwara
Rukwa
Zanzibar
China
Z,ambia

658
563
547
433
4t6
415
397
376
373
372
306
306
306
323
312
299
240
190
146
63

2
2
I
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The National Correspondence Institution serves
Tanzanian citizens wherever they may live within or
outside Tanzania. Hence we find 2 Tanzanians resi-
dent in China and I in Zambia studying Political
Education by correspondence.

The distribution of enrolments registered in the
four subjects avaialbe between November 1972 and
May 1974 was:

Political Education, lntroductory
Political Education Stage I ..
English,Stagel ..
Eook-keeping

658
739
907
260

3
2

Many of those enrolled in Political Education Stage I

had progressed to that course after-c.ompleting the
Introduclorv courses in Political Education. The
total enrolment of 6,597 in Political Education courses
in eighteen months is an indication of the nation's
resoo-nse. and of the measure to which the National
Coirespondence Institution is fulfilling its objective
of helping to make the masses p-olitically^ conscious.

Suinniing up the results of the fact-finding survey
about the cbrr6spondence students who had enrolled
between the opening of the National Correspondence
Institution in November 1972 and May 1974, it can be

said that the majority are male adults between the.ages
of 20 and 34living in rural areas. Then educational
background is Standard 7 or 8, or a Teacher's Certifi-
cate lrade. Their main occupations are teaching. and
farmi"ng and they show a marked interest in gaining
politicil education. The range of occupations. and
interests will widen as a wider range of correspondence
courses becomes available, and it is hoped that more
women will become interested in learning by corres-
pondence.
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Past experience in institutions teachil8 bV totlg-'-
oondence is that development is continuous' I he

il;;;-ffi.uiion feople have the more they want' and

i't,. *...*ful complition of on-e correspondence course

often leads to a fequest for further study by.corres-
oondence, In response to the needs of the natlon ano

I*"..i, -iro* 
tt ,i people additional correspondence

cotrses continue to be written, and, lncreaslng

numbers of students enrol." -' th; ;iting,-illustrating, and producing. of effective

correspondenci' courses ii a tim-e consuming process

*hi.h' involves many people and requires.great.care'
Once. however, a satisfactory course ls p-rlnted lt can

serve as the basis for teaching many thousanos ,or
students. As additional courses are added year Dy

;;;; th. ptog."**. of ttt. institution widens and

becomes more varied.-- At oresent Tanzania's National Correspondence
Insiitution has several years' work ahead to prepare

the fortv separate subj6cts of its initial programme'

It does 
-ptan, 

however, to prepare. a number oI snort

;;;;;; 6n tltur ana iectrriical subjects which-will b'
related to the needs and, therefore, interests ol vlllage

communities.-""il'i; 
;;nerally believed that correspondence :q:?-:

tion mea--ns more education for the already tbrmatty
educated, but this view is not in keeping with 'l'anzanll-:

roilrtitt 
'policy and plans.^ By the short, practrcal

"ifiun.-.oirses'the 
National Coriespondence In stitution

h;ffi 1" ;;u.r, not orly ttrose adults who have received

i"i*"r'.d".ution, hut'also those adults whose educa-

ii;;T;-b;." ttto.tgh living and doing^ rather .than
throughformalteaching.Itistruethattbrlndlvloual

""ii.So"aence 
strray ifie student must be able to read

,ro *iiii. Howevei, many who cannot read and write
iutifr'lu" Ui involved in correspondence study as

members of a grouP.
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. .ln the- group study of a correspondence courseit is usual to form a group of ab6ut eight people
interested in a particular subject. Each irem^ber'of
the group receives a complete set of all the study
material. As preparation - before a meeting eac[r
member reads the study material to be discu-ssed at
the meeting. Any member who has difficuttv in
reading can seek the help of another more fit6rate
member or of a friend. At the meeting of the srouD
the study material is discussed and the lroup to!'ettrei
plan the answers to the assignment of-written frork.
One member of the group is elected to write down the
group's answers. This one set of answers is returned
to the group's tutor who reads and comments on them.
The tutor's comments are discussed by the whole group
when they are returned. Thus siep by ste[ the
group progresses 1ftlerrgh.the units of a course of study.

There can be variations in the organization of
the group. If all inembers can read aid write with
ease the task of writing the answers can be shared
in rotation. If some members cannot write they can
share in the discussions and, therefore, in the oral
preparation of the exercises, and in the discussions of
corrections. New literates can be helped to increase
their skills in reading and writing by the group study
of correspondence lessons. Shoit, clearly ilhistratef,
courses. in simple_ languages about subj-ects related
to the interests of the community can piovide useful
material for the follow-up of literacy'work. They
provide .simple text foi reading -and 

continual
opportunity. for _ small accounts of writing. Thus
newly acquired skills can be regularly practisld in an
activity in which the degree of moiivation is hieh.
Moreover, the group method of study provides in-
cidentally opp.ortunifies for learning thioirgh practice
the responsibilities of the positions of cha-irman a;rd
secretary.
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The National Correspondence Institution lropcs
as part of its future development to establish the
practice of group study of suitable correspondence
courses. Social and technical studies in which the
masses have a general interest are the most suitable
for group study. Professional studies undertaken to
prepa re for a qualification earned by examination
req
ind

ulre the more exacting detail and discipline
ividual study. But the organization p studyof grou

ation ofcan only come gradually after the prepar courses
is completed, and organizers and tutors have gained
some experlence.

At this point in time the National Correspondence
Institution is established and is operative, but it is
only in its infancy. It must have time to gain the
experience through which alone it can plan and
implement further development to meet the
needs of a nation in revolution. To serve the
Tanzania's population of 13 million it will need to wor

centres. A buildi
and work flow of an
ndence is being built

through regional educational
specially designed for the needs
institution teaching by correspo
in Dar es Salaam where it can draw for consultantl
and part-time services on the University, various
Institutes, the College of Education, the College of
Business Education, the Technical College, and the
Secondary Schools. Institutions teaching by
correspondence must be able to draw upon these
human resources of part-time assistance for writing
courses and reading students' assignments. A nucleus
of full-time staff plan, organize, administer, and
supervise but the increasing demand from the public
can be met only with the help of increasing part-time
staff. Consequently more and more people are gaining
experience in teaching by correspondence, and in time
it is hoped that some activities can be decentralized.
For example, while the production of the cor-
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rejspondencc courses continues at the headquarters
of the National Correspondence Institution, it inay be
possible to set up regional correction centres, so ihat
students in each region can post their assignments
to their own regional correction centre thus ftducing
time in the post. Such decentralization will also inl
volve ? greater. number of teachers throughout
Tanzania in teaching by correspondence. With- this
growing invo-lvement the Natibnal Correspondence
Institution will become in its operation a wide spread
decentralized national activity. Integrated ' into
Tanzania's national system of ed.ucation ii will become
a permanent medium of continuing education, which
in the course of time will affect tlie lives of millions
of T,anzanians, and through them contribute to the
development of the nation.

Published by the National Adult Education Association of ranzania and
Printed by Printpak, P.O. Box 924O, Dar es Salaam.
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ADULT EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT IN
TANZANIA

t

, This is the first book to be published by the National
Adult Education Association of Tanzania.

The National Adult Education Association of Tanzania
(NAEAT) is a voluntary non-profit making organ.isation'
One of the aims and objectives, clearrly stated in its con-
stitution is "to promote the production and exchange of
professional materials which':may stimulate interest in
and or discussion of the needs for, and benefits deriving
from adult education."

The association is at present engaged in the production
of supplementary reading materials for neo-literates'

'\

NATIONAL ADULT EDUCATION

TANZANIA, "

P.O. BOX 20679,
OAR ES SALAAM.

ASSOCIATION


